Sessa ceaats 














é 

















JUD 


i 








TEREST EONS Pe DETTE TES OS Ee EE Eee SERRE PER TCE ET ES FES UNE EE Er OBESE REN ET Bw HEMI Serer EME VED PPE FON WU TONE EERE ETE res Fry Peer ere ree 


Es Sn FPP = tonto 








| 









































AAA 


TT 

































































































































































seein cea icine aa 


Memoirs of the LIFE 


O F 


BARTON BOOTH, Efq; 
With his CHARACTER. 
To which are added 


Several PoeTiIcaL PIECES, 
Written by Himfelf, viz. 


TRANSLATIONS from Horace, 
SONGS, ODES, &c. 





To which is likewife annex’d, 

The CASE of Mr. BOOTH’s laft Illnefs, 
and what was obferv’d (particularly with regard 
to the Quick- Silver found in his Inteftines) 
upon Opening of his Body, in the Prefence of 
Sir Hans Sloan, by Mr. Alexander Small, Surgeon. 


Publifh’d by an Intimate Acquaintance of. 
Mr, BOOTZ&H, 
By Confent of his Wipow. 
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LIFE and CHARACTER 


oO F- 


BARTON BOOTH, Et; 





ed ARTON BOOTH, the 
(late Excellent Tragedian, 
was born in the Year 1681, 
and was Son to ‘fobn Booth, 
Efq; nearly related to Booth 
Earl of Warrington, an an- 
: > tient Family, and long feat- 
ain in he County of Lancaffer; and tho’ 
Mr. Booth’s Father was of an elder Branch, 
yet, either by Misfortune or Mifmanagement, 
his Eftate was fo much impair’d, that he 
was oblig’d to quit his rural Life, the better 
to provide for himfelf and Children. About 
re the 
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the Year 1684, he brought his Family to 
London, and took a Houfe in Weftuunfter, 
where. he liv’d with Decency and Credit, 
and by his Intereft foon got Employments 
for his two eldeft Sons. 

Mr. Barton Booth being the youngeft, was 
put to Wefiminfter-School, in the ninth Year 
of his Age, under the Care of Dr. Busby, 
who, at firft, excepted againft him, as be- 
ing too young; but finding him a Boy of a 
forward Genius, he was not only admitted, 
but foon became a Favourite. Mr. Mait- 
taire, a Gentleman now living, was at 
that time an Ufher in the School, and re- 
members Mr. Booth in the Fourth Form, in 
the Year 1693: This Gentleman fays, He 
was a good Scholar, and well acquainted with 
the Claffics, particularly with his belov’d 
Horace; and that he had then a very great 
Affection for Poetry, and delighted in repeat- 
ing Parts of Plays and Poems; in all which 
he difcover'd a very promifing Genius for 

the Stage. But Mr. Booth’s firft Eneourage- 
ment in Acting came from his Matter, 
that celebrated Speaker, Dr. Busby, at the 
Rehearfals of a Latin Play, acted, at that 
School, in which he perform’d with general 
Applaute. 

The following Lines are Part e a Prologue 
{poke within thefe Seven Yeats at We efiminfter- 
School, which will evidently difcover their 
high Efteem for Mr. eoth, as an ACor and 


Schoolfellow, Your 


Barton Booth, Ef9; 


Your Antique Actors, as we read, 

No more than Anticks were indeed: 
With wide-mouth d Masks their Babes to fright, 
They kept the Countenance from Sight. 
Now Faces on the Stage are fhown ; 

Nor fpeak they with their Tongues alone, 
But in each Look a Force there hes, 
That fpeaks the Paffion to the Eyes. 

Say then, which beft deferves our Praipe, 
The Vizard, or the Human Face? 

O/d Rofcius fo our BooT H mu/ft bow, 
"Twas then but Art, tis Nature now, 


But to return: Dr. Busby dying in the 
Year 1695, was fucceeded by Dr. Kuipe, 
who took the fame Notice of Mr. Booth as 
his Predeceflor had done, and diftinguifh’d 
him for the fame remarkable Qualities. 

Mr. Booth was at that time defign’d for the 
Univerfity, and the Study of Divinity ; but 
as he had receiv’d fuch early Praifes of his 
blooming Qualifications for an Actor, and 
that from Perfons of fuch Importance, ’tis 
not to be wonder’d at, that his Inclination led 
him to the. Stage. | 

To purfue that Inclination, and to prevent 
his Father’s Defign of devoting him to the 
Service of the Church, he left We/tminffer- 
School at Seventeen Years of Age, without 
the Knowledge of his Friends, and went to 

Ireland 
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Ireland to make his Application to the The- 
atre at Dublin, where he was well receiv’d 
by Mr. A/bbury, who was then Matter of the 
Company: There he firft met with his Co- 
temporary, the late Mr. Wz/ks, who was then 
a celebrated Aor on that Stage. 

He remain’d there Two Years, and ac- 
quir’d the Reputation of a very good Player; 
but being, on many Accounts, diffatisfied 
with his Situation, he return’d to England in 
the Year 1701, and apply’d himfelf to the 
Lord Fitzharding, a Lord of the Bedchamber 
to the Prince of Denmark, who recommend- 
ed him to Mr. Betterfon as a very promifing 
Genius. 

Mr. Booth gain’d the good Opinion of 
that great Mafter of the Theatre, at their 
firft meeting; not only by his Manner of 
Speaking, but by that good Senfe with 
which he acknowledg’d his Errors, and his 
Defire to be inftructed. The Part of Maxi- 
mus 1. Valentinian, was chofe for his firft 
Appearance: Mr. Verbruggen play’d the 
Part of Valentinian; Mr. Betterton, Etius; 
Mrs. Barry, Lucina; &c. There never was 
fuch general Applaufe exprefs’d by an Au- 
dience, as what was given to Mr. Beoth on 
that Occafion: The Parts beforemention’d 
were admirably perform’d, but that was 
what the Audience expected; the Surprize 
was, to fee a young Man, graceful of Per- 
fon, performing his Part with a Judgment 

equal 
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equal to that of the oldeft Actors, and fpeak- 
ing with a Harmony peculiar to himfelf. 

Soon after, Mr. Rowe brought his firft 
Play to the Houfe, call’d, Zhe Ambitious 
Stepmother; and gave the Part of Artaban, a 
principal Character, to his Friend and School- 
fellow Mr. Booth, by which he gain’d an uni- 
verfal Reputation. | 

In the Year 1704, he married Mrs. Frances 
Barkbam, Second Daughter to Sir Wilham 
Barkham, Bart. of Norfolk, who died in 1710, 
without Iffue. 

About two Years after, Mr. Addz/on’s Tra- 
gedy was brought to the Houfe, and the 
Part of Cafo given to Mr. Booth by two of 
his Mafters, who were Ating Managers. 
Could they have forefeen the uncommon 
Succefs of that- Play, and the Confequence 
that attended Mr. Booth’s large Share in. it, 
I believe their Intereft, as well as their jea- 
lous Love of Fame, would have prevented 
the Gift. This Play was acted five and 
twenty Nights fucceflively. The Part of 
Cafo greatly augmented Mr. Booth’s Interett, 
with his,Reputation, and procur’d him the 
particular Favour and Service of the Lord 
Bullingbroke, then Secretary of State, who, 
within a Year after, as a Reward for fo 
much fingular Merit, got him added to the 
Number of the Managers, by procuring him 
a fpecial Licenfe from the late Queen. 


Amongft 
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Amongft the many Compliments that were 
made Mr. Booth on his playing Cato, I think 
the following Lines (that came at that time 
from an unknown Hand) have fomething 
elegant and uncommon in the Thought, 
and truly Epigrammatick in the Turn of Ex- 
preffion. 


Cato, a lonely Spirit long had been, 

Aereal, and unbodied ---- never feen ; 
Hoverd o'er States, oer. Theatres; but then 
Still found, or fervile, or unequal Men. 

The Briton Booth the Genius did receive, 
Took Lome the Soul, and made our Cato lve, 


The great Advantage which was given 
Mr. Booth on this Occafion, by bringing 
him into the Management. with Mr, Wilks, 
Mr. Crbber, and Mr. Dogget, fo much dif- 
gutted the laft-nam’d famous Comedian, that 
he left the Stage forthwith, and play’d but 
twice, fome Years after, at the particular 
Command of the late King. 

Mr. Booth being thus fettled in the Ma- 
nagement of the Theatre, I can meet with 
no remarkable Obfervation, during the In- 
terval of Seven Years, but his Amour with 
the late Mrs. Mountfort; and I fhould be in- 
clin’d to leave this Circumftance beneath 
that friendly Veil, which Humanity direéts 
us to throw over the Failings of the Dead, 


if 


BaRTONBOOTH, Ef; «9 
if Juftice due to the Memory of my Friend 


did not compel me to clear him from fome 
bafe Afperfions, which have been cafton him, 
even fince his Death, in relation to this Af. 
fair. The Falfhoods I mean, are, That 
Mr. Booth not only injur’d Mrs, “Mountfort in 
her Love, but her Fortune; which Ufage 
occafion’d her unhappy Cataftrophe. ----- To 
thefe I can reply with Truth, That Edward 
Min---/, Efg; was his Rival id Succefior in 
her Affection (Mrs. Mountfort cohabiting with 
him at his Houfe in Pallmall, above a Year 
before Mr. Booth’s Marriage) and, to her ve- 
ry great Misfortune, became the Guardian 
of her Money; for, at the Difcovery of their 
Intimacy, Mr. Booth deliver’d up her Effects, 
in the Year 1718, as is fully teitified by the 
following Difcharge, fign’d by Mrs. Mountforé, 

in the Prefence of Mr. Menfbufl, and ma- 
ny Witneftes, fome of whom are now liv- 


ing. 


sh \ THEREAS I Sufannea Moun forty 

of the Parifh of St. Giles, in che 
County of Middlefex, singlewoman, did 
“¢ fome time paft depofite in the Hands of 
‘© Barton Booth, of the Parith of St. Giles 
“<1” the Fields, in the faid County of Middle- 
s fex, Gent. feveral Exchequer and Bank Bills, 
amounting in value to the Sum of Three 
Thoufand and Two Hundred Pounds: 
© Now know alf Men by thefe Prefentsy That 
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He the faid Barton Booth hath this Day 
deliver'd unto Me the faid Sxu/annah 
Mountfort, all and every of the fame Ex- 
chequer and Bank Bills, fo by me formerly 
depofited with him the faid Barton Booth, — 
as aforefaid; and that the fame now are 

of the full Value of Three Thoufand and 
Two Hundred Pounds;. the Receipt of all 
and every of which faid feveral Exchequer 
and Bank Bills I do hereby acknowledge, 
and thereof, and therefrom, and from each, 
every, orany, and all of them, do hereby 
for my Self, my Executors, and Admi- 
niftrators, acquit, releafe, and for ever 
difcharge the faid Barton Booth, his Exe- 
cutors and Adminiftrators, by thefe Pre- 
fents. And I the faid Sufanna Mount- 
fort, do hereby declare that I am fully 
contented and fatished with fuch Rede- 
livery of the faid Bills, and do releafe 


- all Claim which I might or could have 


or demand of, or from the faid Barton 
Booth, his Executors or Adminiftrators, 
by means or reafon of my depofiting the 
faid Bills in the Hands of the faid Barton 
Booth, as aforefaid, and of all other Mat- 
ters or Things whatfoever. In Witnefs 
whereof, I the faid Sufanna Mountfort 
have hereunto fet my Hand and Seal, 
this Twenty Firft Day of ‘Sune, Anno 
Demins 1718, and in the Fourth Year of 


the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George, 


“by 





BARTON Booth, £fq; 
© by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, 


“ Hrance, and Ireland, King, Defender of : 


« the Faith, Ge. 
SusANNA Moun rT Fort; 


Sealed and Delivered, ( being firft duly 
Stamped) in the Prefence of 


Edward Minfhull, 
‘Sohn Bickerftaffe, 
Samuel Wrexham, 
“ohn Harrifon, 
Robert Dowling, 
thomas Bambridge. 


In the Year 1714, in the State-Lottery; 
Mr. Booth and Mrs. Mountfort had each of 
them the fame Number of Tickets, which 
inclin'd them to agree to fhare their For- 
tune together. A Prize of 5000 Pounds came 
up to one of Mrs. Mountfort’s Numbers ; 
and tho’ Mr. Booth was very much perfuaded 
by fome of his Friends, who were Witnefles 
to the Agreement, to demand the Half of 
that large Sum; yet he never could be pre- 
vail’d on to do it, but excus’d himifelf by 
faying, their Agreement was only Verbal; 
and fince it was her own good Fortune, the 
fhould enjoy it all. The Truth of this Cir- 
cumftance can be attefted by Mr. Wrexham 
the Mercer, in Lavi/fock-Street, who bought 
the Tickets, 


B 2 I forbear 
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I forbear to mention the Misfortunes that 
attended that unhappy Woman, occafion’d 
by her Conduét, which firft. bred a Diffe- 
rence and Separation between them, and 
{oon after brought on her Death; and fhall 
conclude with this Obfervation, That in- 
jur'd Perfons are generally irritated by too 
much Revenge to give proper Difcharges, at 
leaft, without the Conviétion of ‘Juftice; 
and that thefe Falfhoods were ‘rais’d by the 
Propagators of Scandal and Calumny, with- 
out the Foundation of Truth from either 
Party. 


In the Year 1719, Mr. Booth married 
Mrs. Hefler Santlow, his -prefent Widow dnd 
Executrix:. ‘This was a happy and ‘fortunate 
Marriage to him, which he exprefs’d by the 
Overflowings of his grateful Heart on all 
Occafions :. That conjugal Friendfhip which 
he has finely defcrib’d in his Digreffion an 
the Firft Ode from Horace, is nothing ‘more 
than a juft Reprefentation of what he had fo 
{trongly experienc’d himfelf. This Domeftick 
Harmony: qualified him at all times to-re- 
ceive his Friends with ‘Pleafure, and .prov’d 
an uncommon Inducement to them to be. 
more frequent in their Vifits. 

Thus be remain’d in the'full Poffeffion of 
all the Felicities that Human Nature Could 
enjoy, ‘till the. fatal Year, 1727; when he 
was {eiz’d with a violent Fever, which con- 

| tinu’d 
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cinu’d on him 46 Days without Intermiflion. 
He was attended by Dr. Broxbam, and 
Dr. Friend; and in all that time, it was ve- 
ry remarkable, he was delirious but two 
Nights’and one Day;, I thought it proper 
to take notice of this Circumftance, to ob- 
viate a falfe Report, vz. that He was out 
of his Senjes during the whole time of bis Ill- 
nefs. 

He return’d to the Theatre (to the great 
joy of the Town) the next Seafon, which 
was his Bane, being unequal in Strength to 
the laborious Bufinefs of the Stage. Howe- 
ver he play’d feveral principal Characters, 
and continu’d in the Revival of Henry the 
Eighth, which was play’d a great Number of 
Nightscducceffively, on the Account of their 
prefent: Majefties Cotonation, a pompous 
Repréfentation of which Ceremony was in- 
troduc’d into that Play. After this he re- 
hears’d the Part of ‘Fulio, in a Play call’d 
The Diftrefsd Lovers, which is faid to have 
been written by the famous Shake/peare, and 
was compleated from an old Manufcript, 
and brought on the Stage by Mr. Theobald. 
When the Actors were all perfect in their fe- 
veral Parts, and\the Piece juft in Readinefs 
to be given to the Publick, Mr. Booth was 
unfortunately confin’d by a Relapfe, and his 
Fever was fo violent, that his. Part was fup- 
plied two) or three Nights by the ate 
Mr. (¥ilams; but being folicited by 
| Mr. fbeebald 
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Mr. Theobald to return, if poffible, for thé 
Good of his Play, his Good-nature made 
him difregard his Indifpofition, and prevail’d 
on him to perform it himfelf from the 
Fifth Night to the Twelfth, which was the 
laft of his Appearance on the Stage. 

Mr. Booth fent again for Dr. Broxbam ; 
who, after fome few Days call’d in Dr. Friend 
to his Affiftance; to whom Dr. Colebatch was 
likewife added. Thefe three Phyficians at- 
tended him conftantly for a confiderablé 
time; and, after long Application, they per- 
ceiv’d his Fever to be turn’d into an inveterate 
Jaundice. | 

Upon this Difcovery Dr. Mead was fent 
for; and in gril 1729, by that Gentle- 
man’s Dire&tion, Mr. Booth went to Bath, 
where he remain’d Eleven Weeks, and re- 
turn’d to Town without finding ‘any Bene- 
fit. He remain’d in Loudon Three. Weeks, 
and fanfying the Sea-Sicknefs might prove a 
Cure for his Jaundice, he embarqu’d in a 
Packet-Boat, with Mrs. Booth, for Offend; from 
thence he went through Flanders to Antwerp ; 
defigning to make the Tour of Holand, to 
confule with Dr. Boerhaave, who had before 
been acquainted with his Cafe: But his Fe- 
ver returning fo faft, and fo feverely upon 
him (compelling him as he travell’d to keep. 
his Bed every other Day) he was oblig’d to 
alter his Refolution, and return the neareft 


way to England, 
Here 
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Here he continu’d a confiderable time in 
a very fevere and dangerous Condition, be- 
ing under a conftant Vifitation of violent 
Fevers, attended with tormenting Colicks. 

In the Year 1731, Mr. Booth took Lady 
Manfell’s Houle at Hampftead, where his 
Fever very much abated, and he foon be- 
came capable of receiving a Pleafure from 
the Vifits of his Friends: From this time 
he continu’d apparently mending every Day, 
which may be principally attributed, I be- 
lieve, to his chewing of Rhubarb, which 
Practice he then enter’d upon by the Ad- 
vice of Mr. Small the Surgeon, and which 
he afterward continu’d with very great Suc- 
cefs, This happy Alteration flatter’d his 
Friends, as well as himfelf, with the Hopes 
of feeing him once more ‘on the Stage. 
The following Ode was wrote on that 
Occafion, by a Gentleman whom I have 
before-mention’d as his Tutor at We/tminjier- 
School. 


An 


. 
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fis © D E. 
On Mr. BootH’s Recovery. 
By Mr. MAITTAIRE, 


(\UALEM masiftrum vocts, & arbitrum 
‘en, Coffs bonefti (cut meritum decus 
Et biftriones in Latinos 
Ars perperit fua principatum) 
Romana vidit natio Rofcwum, 
Mentes potentem flectere, plaufibus 
Difrupta cum plebis patrumgue 
Undique confireperent theatra; 
Qualemve pridem gens, Italé baud minor. 
Ne Rofcio ipft cedere credidit 
Britanna Bettertonum (in ore 
Tanta aderat gravitas venufio) ; 
His te magifirts voce part, part, 
BARTONE, gefiu fepius emulum, 
Fiudtunm: Sophocleo cotburno, 
Vidimus, audtimus fupentes: 





Srve 
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Sive ore pleno rite fonantia 
Pronunciares verba poéfeos 

Shakefperiana, five atrocem 
Indueres animum Catonis. 
Olim locutum fic Periclem puto, 
Moviffe mentes fie popularium ; 
Seu civicos fedare motus, 
Seu refides populos ad arma 
Ciere, fixis tutus aculets, 
Vellet, loquele callidus artifex : 
Audiveris quem fi loquentem, 
Credideris micuiffe fulgur. 
Te morbus ex quo corripuit gravis, 
BARTONE, merens, aufpiciis tuis 
Nudata, fordet feena: que te 
Stante flat, utque cadit cadente. 
Noftris fevere Mufa tragedie 
| Diu theatris abfuit : in vicem 
Venere derifor Latinus, 
Et Thymele, tremulique mimi, 
Hygeia tandem Mercurialium 
Cuftos virorum te vetuit mort, 
Inflante fato: [pémque vite 
Blanda dedit tibi longioris. 
Tu, feu loquaris, feu quid agas, places; 
Mulcere fenfus tu potes: intime 
Et expedis cordis receffus 
Ber varios tua vidtor arma, 
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Plaudens theatrum te revocat: prece 


Te * Danus ambit follieita 5 fuam, 
Te + Maurus, ut demumimminutam 
Reftituas fbi dignitatem, 
Plaudit theatrum; parce tamen nimts 
Vitam theatri credere plaufibus: 
Rurfus redonatam theatrum, 
Ni caveas, rapiet falutem. 
* Hamlet Prince of Denmark. —{ The Moor of Venice. 


But, alas! his fatal Enemy was, by this Su 
penfion, only recruiting new Force; for, 
near fix Months before he died, he had a 
violent periodical Colick, which return’d on 
bim once a Month, and fo fatigu’d and har- 
rafs’d him, that be could not recover from 
one Attack before the Approach of another. 
About the middle of laft March his Co- 
licks began to be attended with an Intermit- 
ting-Fever. On the 22d of pri his Fe- 
vers left him; after which he feem’d once 
more to inne of recovering. But on Lue/-~ 
day the 8th of May following, he was feiz’d 
with his laft fatal Illnefs,. a | fatisfa@ory and 
curious Account of which is hereafter an- 
nex’d, as it was drawn up by Mr. Sia//, who 
open’d the Body ; all I fhall fay therefore is, 
that on Thurfday the 10th of May he ex- 
pir'd, being ‘entible to the laft of violent 
Torture in “Ris Bowels, which he continued 
making Signs of fome Hours after he was 


{i peechlefs, The 
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The fame Day his Body was open’d in 
the Prefence of Sir Hans Sloan, by Mr. Small, 
who gives the following Account, viz. 








The CASE of Mr BOOTH. 


SIR, 
HE abfolute Necefflity of attending 


fome Bufinefs in Town, and the ad- 
jacent Villages, has prevented my tran{mit- 
ting to you fooner, what was obferv’d in the 
Opening of the Body of the late Mr, Booth; 
and what Quantity, (as you defire to be in- 
form d) of crude Mercury he had taken, by 
Dr. D——v’s Advice; with the particular 
Circumftances that attended it, which I have 
now procur’d you, from Mrs, Booth’s Rela- 
tion, vw, 


May 3. Mr. Booth being apprehenfive of 

a Return of an Intermitting Fever, which 
about ten or twelve Days before had left him 
by the Ufe of the Cortex, he was refolv’d, 
after reading Dr. D——vr’s Book of Crude 
Mercury, and fearing the Return of his Fe- 
yer, to take the Doctor’s Advice: He ac- 
cordingly fent for him, and from the En- 
couragement he gave him, That it would 
not only prevent the Return of kis ever, 
but effectually cure him of all bis Complaints, 
| U2 on 
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on the Day following he began the Mer- 
curial Courfe, as direéted, and fo punétually 
follow’d thofe Directions, that he had taken 
within two Ounces, two Pounds weight by 
Tuefday May the Eighth, at which ‘Time 
he began to complain of a very great Pain 
on the forepart of his Head, and as gréat in 
his Bowels alfo, with a univerfal Uneafi- 
nefs of his Body, infomuch that he could 
not remain one Moment in the fame Po- 
fture. 

This continued till the next Day, when 
he ftill hoped his Mercurial Courfe would 
have the promifed Effects; but Mrs. Booth 
apprehending the ill Confequences, fent awa 
for Sir Hans Sloan, who, for the Relief of 
his Head, order’d nine Ounces of Blood to 
be drawn from the Fugular. Plaifters alfo 
pro Plantis Pedum, ex Emp. Cepbal. cum Eu- 
phorbio. Waving had no Paflage, the follow- 
ing purging Draught, 


K Pil. Ruff. 3 ts. Ag. Lact. Alex. % iii. 
m. f. potio quam primum fumenda & repe- 
tatur vj quaque bora donec Alvus foluta 
fuertt. 


This proving ineffectual, the following 
Glyfter, 


K Decoct. com, pro. Gly. 2 x. Elect. Le- 
nit. 31, Syr, de Spin, Cerv, 3 ifs. m. Ff. 
Enema 
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Enema jinjictendum bora fexta Vefper- 
tina fr Alvus non fuerit prius fo- 
luta. 


In the Evening, finding him faint and 
difpirited, this cordial Mixture was prefcrib’d 
for him, (/cz/.) 


R Ag. Laét, Alex. Menth. 3 3 iv. Conf. Ra- 
leigh 3 i. lkerm. {. 0. 3 ii. Ag. Ste- 
phan. 31. Syr. Caryoph. 3 iti. Spir. La- 
vend. C. 3 ii. M. Caprat: Cochl. W. Sta- 


tim & in languoribus repetotur. 
Pergat in Ufu ultimo prefeript. 
Maii 9° 1733. for Mr. Booth, &. S. 


The next Day, the Head-ach {till continu- 
ing, an Ept/paftick was laid all over the Sca/p, 
and this Emulfion prefcribed to obviate 4 
Strangury, v7z. 


Kk Amynd, dul. Decoé. N°. xii. fem. 4. fr. 
May. 2 {s. Contufis affunde Decot?. Hord. 
fbi. © f. Emulfio cut adde Syr. de Al- 
thea 51. & bibat hujus copiwfe & free 


quenter. 


Maii x° 1733. for Mr. Booth, A, Se 


In 


25 











22 


eee vente Ene eA EEE REA ne HE AER ER Enter AE FOR etm Re 


The Life and Character of 


In the Evening, his Coftivenefs ftill con- 
tinuing, and the Symptoms increafing, the 
following, which were the laft. 


Rk Laét. Vacim rec. 3 x. Tereb. Ven, 3 iii. 
Ol. Chamomel 311. Syr. de Spm. Cer, 
Sleds) Te Me Enema ingictendum quam 


primum. 


K Ol. Amygd. Dul. Syr. Viol. Elect. Lenit. 
a. 3).4.43. lon, Sulph.. mani. gs Pere kigii. 2 1s 
Sacch. cand. q. f, m. f, Linétus Capiat. 
COCh, wae 3° guag; hora fuper bibendo 
Hauft, Emulf. prefcripte. 


k Spir. Lavand, Sal. Vol. Ol. a 3 iti. m, 


eaptat. gut. XXX. cum quovis potulento. 


Maii x® 1733. for Mr. Booth, H.S. 
Tt was on this Day that Mr. Booth died. 


Mrs. Booth fays, he made no new Com- 
plaints till May the Eighth, nor had he 
voided any of the Mercury before that Day. 

The Method of looking out for which, 
was by diluting the Excrements in the Bed- 
pan he made ufe of, with fuch Quantity of 
Water that the Feces run out at the hollow 
of the Handle, whilft the Mercury fubfided 
to the Bottom of the Pan; the whole Quan- 
tlry of which thus collected, with what ad- 

herd, 


BARTON Booth, £/95 
her’d to the Pan, was judg’d to be about half 
a Pound weight. 


His Body was open’d in the Prefence of 
Sir Hans Sloan. 

His Liver was in very good Order, neither 
hard nor livid, but fomewhat larger than 
ufual. 

The Gall Bladder fix Times bigger than 
what is commonly obferved, and filled with 
Bile. 

Inthe Duétus Choledochus was found a Gall 
Stone of thé Size and Shape of a Horfe Bean, 
which had fo entirely ftopt the Bile from paf- 
fing into the Duodenum, that not the leaft Ap- 
pearance thereof could be obferved in the 
whole Tract of the Inteftines. 

There were five fmaller Gall Stones found 
in the Vegca Fellis. 

I endeavour’d to divide the Rectum and tie 
it, but it was fo rotten that 1t broke between 
my Fingers like Tinder, and fent forth a moft 
offenfive cadaverous Stench. 

The Rectum, with the other Inteftines, 
were ript up with a Pair of Sciffars, in which 
was found very little Excrement, but the 
whole Tract on the infide, lin’d with Crude 
Mercury divided in Globules, about the Big- 
nefs of Pins Heads. 

The Infide of the Inteftines was not glaz’d 
over with tne Mercury, as you had been told, 
for at were as black as your Har, and fo 

! rotten 
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rotten, that they would not endure the leaft 
{training without breaking in pieces. 


L am, Sir, 
vores With the greateft Refpect, 
OY 31) 
4733< 


Your moft humble Servant, 
Alex. Small. 


N. B. Thete was no Fault in any Part 
of his Body, but what is here men- 
tiond. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Mr. Booth had labour’d many Yeats under 
an obftinate Jaundice, for which he had in- 
effeCtually profecuted many Courfes of Me- 
dicine, and had, by the Advice of his Phy- 
fician, been falivated for the Space of a 
Month, in each Day of which he fpit at the 
leaft three Pints, oftner two Quarts, but with 
no good Effeé. 

The laft Remedy, before this fatal Ilnefs, 
he took, was Rhubarb, of which be chew’d 
each Day, for near the Space of two Years, 

at leaft three Drams; the Effect of which 
was, that he purged Eighteen, fometimes 
Twenty ‘Times, ia every ‘Twenty four Hours, 

without 
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without being any ways difpirited thereby ; 
by which Method the Jaundice entirely va- 
nifh’d, and he recover’d his Strength and 
Fleth, growing Fat, and remaining in this 
hopeful Way till about a Month before he 
died, then he relaps’d into his Jaundice,, at- 
tended with an Intermitting Feyer, the lait 
of which he recover’'d from by the Ufe of 
the Cortex, as has been hinted before. 





On the Thurfday Morning following, his 
Corps was carried from his Houfe in Charies- 
Street, Covent-Garden,. to Cowley Church 
near Uxbridge, attended by fix Gentlemen 
who fupported the Pall; and there privately 
buried, purfuant to his laft Will, which he 
wrote two Years before his Death, and is as 
follows. | 


ec VA HOLLY refign’d, and fubmitting 
to the Will of God, I Barton Booth, 
“* of the Parith of St. Payil, Covent-Garden, 
do make and ordain this my laft Will and 
“ Teftament, as follows: I bequeath to 
** Chriftian Hannab the Sum of Five Pounds, 
‘s an old Servant to my Father. 
* All and fingular my Effate, as well 
«© Real as Perfonal, Ready-Money, Bonds, 
* Notes, Plate, Jewels, Goods. and Char- 
tels of what kind or nature foever, I give 
and bequeath abfolutely to my deareft and 
* well-beloved Wife, Hefter Booth, her Heirs, 
D ** Execu~ 
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Executors, and Affigns for ever; and I ap- 
point and conftitute my faid Wife, Heffer 
Booth, full and fole Executrix of this 
my laft Will and Teftament, hereby re- 
voking and making void all other Wills by 
me made. 

“ It is my earneft Defire to be buried 
privately, without Oftentation, Hatchment, 
Efcutcheon, &c. in Cowley Church near 
Uxbridge. 

** As I have been a Man much known 
and talk’d of, my not leaving Legacies to 
my Relations may give Occaficn to cenfo- 
rious People to refle&t upon my Conduct 
in this latter, Act of my Life; therefore ] 
think it neceffary to declare, that I have 
confider’'d my Circumftances, and finding, 
upon a {tri€t Examination, that all I am 
now poffefs’d of does not amount to two 
Thirds of the Fortune my faid Wife 
brought me on the Day of our Marriage, 
together with the yearly Additions and 
Advantages fince arifing from her labo- 
rious Employment upon the Stage, during 
twelve Years paft, I thought myfelf bound 
by Honefty, Honour, and Gratitude, due 
to her conftant Affection, not to give away 
any Part .of the Remainder of ‘her For- 
tune at my Death, having already beftow’d 
in free Gifts upon my Sifter, Barbara 

Rogers, upwards of 1300 Pounds, out of 
my Wife's Subjtance 5 and full 400 rs 

0 
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«« of her Money upon my undeferving Bro- 
“ ther, George Booth (befides the Gifts they 
** receiv'd before my Marriage) and all thefe 
“© Benefits were conferr’d on my faid Brother 
“© and Sifter, from Time to Time, at the ear- 
“< neft Solicitation of my Wife, who was per- 
*« petually tntreating me to continue the /llow- 
“* ances I gave my Relations before my Mar- 
“ riage. The inhuman Return that has 
‘« been made my Wife for thefe Obligations, 
<< by my Sifter, I forbear to mention: Once 
‘¢ more renouncing and making void-all for- 
mer Wills, I declare this prefent Tefta~ 
“ment to be my true and laft Will. In 
‘© witnefs whereof I have hereunto fet my 
Hand and Seal this Second Day of Yune, 
‘ Anno Domint One Thoufand Seven Hun- 
“dred Thirty and One; and in the Fourth 
« Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord 
« King George the Second, &e. all written 
* with my own Hand. 


“ 
OC 


~~ 
fr 


B. BooT u, 


Signed, fealed, publifoed, and declared by 
the Teflator, Barton Booth, as and 
for bis laft Will and Tefiament; and in 
the Prefence of us, who fubferibed our 
Names as Witneffes thereta, inthe Pre- 


fence of the faid Leftator. 


Henry Kirby. 
Ff. Baskerville. 
Geo. Pinchard. 
D 3 Mr. Booth, 
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Mr. Booth’s Merit, as an Actor,-was of late 
Years unrivall’d, and even fo extraordina- 
ry as to be almoft beyond the Reach of 
Envy. He was of a Form. altogether 
Graceful, accompanied with an Air that 
gave the higheft Dignity to all his Ge- 
ftures. His Face had a manly Sweetnefs; 
and his Features were fo happily turn’d, as 
to be able to exprefs the rougheft Paffions, 
without lofing any thing of the Agreeable- 
nefs of his Countenance. His Voice had 
great Strength in it, and a Tone uncommon- 
ly mufical. His Articulation was fo ex- 
ceedingly diftinct and clear, that he could be 
heard to the fartheft Part of the Theatre, e- 
ven in a Whifper. | 

With thefe Talents, join’d to a moft accu- 
rate Knowledge of the various Paffions, and the 
proper Peculiarities by which they exprefs 
themfelves, he could perfonate Majefty with- 
out Grimace, and Rage without Ranting; 
and when any Paffage in the Part he ated 
requir'd the Extent of his Voice, he never 
deliver’d any thing harfh or difagreeable. 

It was in many Inftances he prov’d thefe 
excellent Qualities, but particularly in the 
following, vzz. 

In the Part of Pyrrbus in the Diftre/s'd 
Mother; where his Entrance — his Walkings 
and mounting to the Throne — his Sitting 
down—his Manner of giving his Anfwer to the 
Ambaflador — his rifing from the Throne — 

. , his 
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his defeending, and leaving the Stage— tho’ 
Circumitances of a very common ‘nature in 
Theatrical Performances, yet were: execi+ 
ted by hith with a Grandeur not to be de 
ferib’d.- 3 

In the Part of Hot/pur, in the Play of 
Henry the Fourth, he preferv’d the Fire of 
that Character; without thofe Diftertions of 
Countenance we fo frequently fee in other 
Actors on the Hike Occaiions. a] 

In the Part of Ofhel/o, and particularly 
in the following remarkable menacing Speech : 


























Villain, be fure thou prove my Love a Whore, 
Be fure of it! Give me the ocular Proof ! 

Or by the Worth of mine eternal Soul, 

Thou hadft been better have been born a Dog, 
A Dog, Jago! than anfwer my wak’d Wrath, 


He not only difcover’d the Firmnefs of his 
Voice, but his great Skill in. managing it; 
fo that in the higheft Expreflions of Fury 
and Diftraétron it never became wntuneful ; 
and he cou’d immediately {peak in the or- 
dinary way, without its appearing ftrain’d, 
IT might here take notice of another Advan- 
tage he pofie(s’d (very neceflary in a Player) 
and that was an exquifite Ear, fo as ‘ne- 
ver to {peak out of Tune, or a proper 
Key. . 

In fhore, all Defcription that Words.can 
give of this great Man, -ferve only to put 
thofe 
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in mind of him who have feen and heard 
him, rather than give juft Ideas of him to 
thofe who have never had that Entertain- 
ment: It is not enough to fay, he was Grace-+ 
ful, acted Juftly, and {poke with the great= 
eft Harmony and Propriety; for thofe Qua- 
lities were peculiarly hisown: But his man- 
ner of exciting all the noble and tender Paf- 
fions gave fuch complete Delight as cannot 
be reach’d by Imagination, nor defcrib’d by 
Language. . | 

__ As for Mr. Booth’s Parts in Comedy, tho’ 
his particular Excellencies were not fo fully 
difplay’d in them, yet not one has been at- 
tempted after him but to the greateft Difad- 
vantage. Thofe who deny’d him Talents 
for Genteel Comedy, were fuch as plac’d the 
Charaters of Sir Harry Wildair, Sir Charles 
Eafy, Dorimant, &c. fot the Standard of 
Gentility. For Parts of that Caft, he was 
indeed unfit, both in Air and Temper. But 
then, I believe no one will fay he did not 
appear the fine Gentleman in the Chara¢ter of 
Bevil, in the Confcious Lovers. 

As for Parts of Humour, his playing Pinch- 
wife in the Country Wife, and Manley in the 
Plain- Dealer, are remarkable Inftances; and, 
I am inform’d, he once acted Falfaf before 
the late Queen Anne, to the Delight of the 
whole Audience. 

Cicero obferves, there are fo many Qualifi- 
cations requifite to make an accomplifh’d 

Actor, 
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Aétor, that he thought ic almoft impoffible 
to meet with them in one Man; yet, fays he, 
I had the Happinefs of feeing this Prodigy, 
Rofcius ! -——« We who have feen Mr. Booth, 
have enjoy’d a like Happinefs with Cicero, 
and (without the Gift of Prophecy) may ven- 
ture to boaft of a Pleafure, which the next 
Age muft defpair of. 


In order to do Juftice to this Character, I 
made Application to a Gentleman, whofe 
long Acquaintance with Mr. Booth, whofe 
Knowledge of the Stage, and Kindnefs to 
me, prevail’d on him to favour me with the 
following Letter on this Subject. 


Jon Mr Vic rT oR, 


STIR, 
cs I WILL comply with your Defire, in as 


brief a manner as I am able, and fend 
you my Sentiments concerning what was 
“ chiefly remarkable in Mr. Booth, as an 
** Actor. 

“ Two Advantages diftinguifh’d him in 
“ the firongeft Light, from the reft of his 
‘ Fraternity: He had Learning to under- 
“ ftand perfectly whatever ic was his Part 
to fpeak; and Judgment to know how far 
it agreed or difagreed with his Character. 
Hence arofe a peculiar Grace, which was 
: | © vifible 
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‘'vifible to every Spectator; tho’ few were’ 


at the pains of examining into the Caufe 
of their Pleafure.. , He cou’d’ foften and 
flide ever, with a kind of elegant Neeli- 
geiide, the Inpropri¢ties in a Pare he acts 


_ed,» while, on the contrary, he wou’d 


daa’ela with Energy upon the Beauties; - as 
if he exerted a latent’ Spirit which had 
been kept back for fuch an Occafion, that 
he might alarth, awaken, and tranfpart, in 
thofe Places only, where the Dignity of 
his owin good Senf{e could be {upparted by 
that of his Author, 

‘«* A litte Reflexion upon this ‘temarkable 
Quality, will help us’ to account -for that 


-manifelt Languor which has fometimes 


been obfery’d in his: ACtion, and which 
was generally, tho’ I think falfly, im- 
puted to the natural Indolenee of his 
Temper. 

“ For thd fame Reafon,; tho’ in thé éu-’ 
ftomary Rounds of duis Bufinefs he »would 
condeicend to fome Parts in Comedy, he 
feldom appear'd in any of them with much 
Advantage to hisCharacter, ‘The Paffions 
which he found in Comedy were not firong 


‘ enough to excite his Fire ; and what feem’d 


Want of Qualification, was only Abfence 
of Im preflion. 

“ He had a Talent at difcovering the Paf- 
fions, where they lay bid in fome cele- 


brated Parts, by the injudicious Practice 
> cc 
of 
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of other Aétors; when he had difcover’ d, 
he foon grew able to exprefs them: and 
his Secret for attaining this great Leffon of 
the Theatre, was an Adaption of his Look 
to his Voice; ‘by which artful Imitation 
of Nature, the Variations in the Sound of 
his Words gave Propriety to every Change 
in shis Countenance. So that it was 
Mr. Booth’s peculiar Felicity to be Heard 
and Seen, the fame, whether as the Pleas’d, 
the Griewd, the Pitying, the Reproach/ul, 
or the Angry. One would almoft be 
tempted to borrow the Aid of a very boid 
Figure, and to exprefs this Excellence the 


more fignificantly, ibeg Permiffion to af- 


firm, That.the Blind might nave feen him 
in,his Voice, and the: Deaf have heard him 


in his Vifage. 


“« His:Gefture, or, as it is commonly call’d, 
his Action, «was eae the Refult and ne dait 


fary ,;Confequence of this Dominion o- 


ver {his ‘Voice and -Countenance: — For 


having, by concurrence of two fuch 


Caufes, imprefs’d his Imagination ‘with 
the Stamp and Spirit of a Paffion, -his 
Nerves obey’d the Impulfe by a ‘kind 
of ‘Natural Dependency, and relax’d or 
brac’d .fuccefiively into all that fine Ex- 


.preffivenefs, with which he painted what 
he fpoke, without Reftraint or Affecta- 


tion. 


E pa hpecite 
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‘ J can fcarce forbear.to be fuller on fo 
‘ inviting a Subjeét;. but I confider the 
Size of the Treatife you are about to pub- 
“ lifh, and fhall add nothing but the good 
: Withes, with which I am, 

Puig ig el 
Your moft obedient 

July 8, 1733. humble Servant, 


Ay.et 4 2. 


r 


A 
*~ 


“~ 


I fhall now only beg leave to trouble the 
Reader with a Word or two more concern- 
ing Mr. Booth as an Author: He was a Man 
of ftrong, clear, and lively Imaginations; his 
Converfation was engaging and inftrudtive. 
That he had the Advantage of a finifh’d Edu- 
cation, to improve and illuftrate the bounti- 
ful Gifts of Nature, will appear by the fol- 
lowing Infcription, which he wrote under 
the Picture of Mr. Smith a celebrated Aétr, 
in the Reign of .King Charles II. and hae 
been oreatly admired for the claflical Stile 
and Sentiment. 


Scenicus eximits, regnante Carolo Secundo,. 
Bettertono Cocetaneus €§ Amicus, nec non prope- . 
modum equals. Haud jenobilt Sfiirpe oriun- 
dus, nec Literarum rudis bumantorum ; rem 
Scenicam per multos feliciter Annos adminifira- 


vit; juftoque moderamine & morum Juavitate, 


omniune 
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omnium intra Theatrum Obfervantiam, extra 
Theatrum Laudem, ubique Benevolentiam & 
Amorem, fibt conciliavit. 


His Genius for Poetry is evident by the 
following Pieces, thro’ all which there flows 
the greateft Harmony in the Numbers, and 
Accuracy in the Stile; but that Modefty 
which obftructed his Progrefs in the Poetical 
way, prevented the Publication, of any thing 
he wrote, in his Lifetime : Tho’ I think three 
of the Songs appear’d about the Time they 
were written; but as they were not printed 
from his Copies, they are full of Errors. 

The Ode on Dancing was wrote in the 
Year 1718, and left incorrect: But if the 
Reader will confider the Author, at the 
Time he wrote it, in the Character of the 
real Lover, perhaps fome Allowances may be 
made for the Flights of Fancy. 
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POETICAL PIECES. 


Written by Mr. BOOTH. 





I. 





an mee he mutt live and sais 


His amorous Heart no more can bear 
The tedious Night, and irkfome Day ; 
He pines for fome good-natur’d Fair, 


To pafs the heavy Hours away. 
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II; 4 
Be kind, ye Pow’rs! and hear his Prayer ; 
Propitious to his Wifhes prove ; 
Direé& him to the deftin’d Fair, 
Who beft deferves-his Truth tn Love: 
Fain wou'd he tafte her friendly Charms, 
And longs the healing Balm to try; 
Fain wou'd he languifh in her Arms, 
Wou’d with her live, and with her die. 





S\° On. NAB 


ib 
3 M I then condemn'd by Love, 
A Still to wander, ftill to rove; 
Ever fearching, never finding, 
Hearing, {wearing Oaths not binding; 
Still purfuing, ftill aftray, 
Hunting Truth that flies away. 

II. 
Yet I the Chafe can never leave, 


But ftill my own fond Hopes deceive; 
‘Till 
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"Till Mira! foft, inviting Fair! 

By Nature form’d to blefs my Arms, 
Shall {top me in my full Career, 

A Victim to her friendly Charms; 
Obferve her Blufhes,. and her Sighs, 
Mark not her Words, but watch her Eyes! 

IIT. 

Truth is in her tender Breatt; 

Her Looks are f{weet, and full of Love; 
My Soul in her alone wou’d reft, 

Nor any further Trial prove: 
But if my With I fail to gain, 

No Difappointment Pll deplore ; 
But {wear, and lye, and ftill remain 


The wand’ring Thing I was before. 





Sings ia cas INE Cs Cat 


if. 
‘S AWN then a Look create a Thought, 


Which Time can ne’er remove ? 
Yes, foolith Heart, again thou’rt caught, 
Again thou bleed’ft for Love, 
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Il. 
She fees the Conqueft of Sher Eyes, 
Nor heals the Wounds fhe gave ; 
She fmiles, whene’er his Bluthes rife, 
And fhuns her fighing Slave. 
III. 
Yet Swain, be bold, and ftill adore her, 
Still her flying Charms -purfue; 
Love and Friendfhip both implore her, 
Pleading, Night and ‘Day, for you. 





SO: aie 


1. 
Pr HAT need of Words, or Oaths, to-prove, 
The Truth of my unbounded.Love: 





Or chat the Flame which warms my Breaft, 
Long as my Breath of Life will laft. 
i. 
When Phabus in-the Spring appears, 
Nature a verdant Livery wears; 
The whole Greation:blith and, gay, | 
Revives to feel the warmer,-Day. ‘Nearer 


PorTicaL Pinces. 4! 


Ilf. 
Nearer the Zenith now he moves; 
Nature her various Charms improves, 
And all her Beauties now difplays, 
Pierc’d by her Lover’s kindly Rays. 
Les oe 
Butlo! the Wanderer retires! 
Nature laments her fick’ning Fires: 
Her various Beauties all decay, 
And, in his Abfence, die away. 
| V. 
Thou, Faireft! Phebus art to me, 
As Nature Him, I worfhip Thee! 
The quickning Fires thy Eyes impart, 
Shoot thro’ my Veins, and warm my Heart. 
VI. 
But Oh! take heed, and ftill improve, 
With conftant Rays, the Plant of Love: | 
The tender Root decays, and dies, 
Robb’d of the Warmth that made it rife. 


Oy VII. Then 
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VII. 
hen ask nor Words, nor Oaths, to prove 
The Truth of my unbounded Love: 
Since You alone, my only Joy, 
Your own Creation can deftroy. 





DAMON to PHILOMEL. 


tol 
IDNIGHT Charmer of the Grove, 
Where I lament my wretched Fate: 





Ou joint Complaint, alas! is Love, 
The Difference of our Fortune, great, 
Il, 
Relief to me no Seafons bring ; 
For ever doom’d to figh in vain: 
But you, {weet Bird, who mourn in Spring, 
In Summer Pleafures lofe your Pain, — 
Il. 
Already from yon bloomy Spray, 
Your willing Mate your Plaint returns; | 
Already feems to chide your Stay, 
And with an equal Ardour burns. IV. Go, 


FER enriches tenets 
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IV. 
Go, Philomel, accomplith all 
The Joy, that happy Love beftows: 
Obey the tender Warbler’s Call, — 
And leave poor Damon to his Woes, ! 
V. 
And when the new, returning Year, 
Again fhall call you to the Grove; 
Sweet Philomel, youll find me here, 
Complaining ftill of hopelefs Love. 





S$ OQ. IN 2G: 


~WEET are the Charms of her I love, 
S More fragrant than the Damask Rofe; 
Soft as the Down on Turtle-Dove ; 

Gentle as Air when Zephir blows ; 
Refrefhing as defcending Rains, 
To Sun-burnt Climes and thirfty Plains. 


P2 True 
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True as the Needle to the Pole, 
Or as the Dial to the Sun; _ 
Conftant as gliding Waters roll, 
Whote {welling Tides obey the Moon: 
From evry other Charmer free, 
My Life and Love fhall follow thee. 


The Lamb the flow’ry Thyme devours 
‘The Dam the tender Kid purfues; 
Sweet Phzlomel, in fhady Bowers 
Of verdant Spring, his Note renews ; 
All follow what they moft admire, 
As I purfue my Soul’s Defire. 


Nature muft change her beauteous Face, 
And vary as the Seafons rife; 

As Winter to the Spring gives place, 
Summer th’Approach of Autumn flies: 

‘No Change in Love the Seafons bring, 

Love only knows perpetual Spring. 


Devouring 
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Devouring Time, with ftealing Pace, 
Makes lofty Oaks and Cedars bow ; 
And marble Tow’rs, and Walls of Brafs, 

In his rude March he levels low : 
But Time, deftroying far and wide, 
Love from the Soul can ne’er divide, 


Death only, with his cruel Dart, 

The gentle Godhead can remove ; 
And drive him from the bleeding Heart, 
To mingle with the Blefs’d above: 
Where, known to all his kindred Train, 

He finds a lafting Reft from Pain. 


Love, and his Sifter fair, the Soul, 
Twin-born, from Heav’n together came; 
Love will the Univerfe controul, 
When dying Seafons lofe their Name: 
Divine Abodes fhall own his Pow’r, 
When Time and Death fhall be no more. 


ze 
SONG. 
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I. 
"ANTON Chhe, young and charming, 
/¥ ¥ Kindles but a fhort-liv’d Fire: 
Fickle Humours Love difarming, 
Quench the Flame her Eyes infpire, 
il. | 
So a gliding Vapour fhining, 
Bright as Stars that deck the Skies, 
Quickly from its Height declining, 
Glitters in its Fall, and dies. 
IIT. 
Mira ev’ry Grace adorning, 
Gently warms my fond Defire ; 
Sigh for ev'ry Sigh returning, 
Like a Veftal, feeds the Fire. 
IV. 
Hiding ftill the facred Pleafure 
From the prying vulgar Eye; 
Stull refigning all her Treafure, 
Giving, without Pain, the Joy. 
2350 Written 
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Written Extempore on a blank Leaf im Rymer’s 
Remarks upon. SHAKESPEARE. 


> YM ER, in queft of Helicon, 
To Pudde-Dock the Mufes brings; 


He drinks the muddy Water down, 
And {wears ’tis Aganippe’s Spring. 


To Addle-H:il then takes his Way, 
Which feems to him Parnaffus fair ; 

And there invokes the God of Day, aye 
Who, propitious, grants his Pray’r. , 


« Poet be thou, and Critick too, 
(Apollo laughing faid) 
«© A double Infamy’s thy Due, 
« And Midas’ Ears fhall grace thy Head. 


Edgar * thou art doom’d to write: 
Shakefpeare divine fhalt dare to blame ; 
Thy Works fhall wait on Bums that fh----, 

Of Laureat Dunces, firft in Fame. 





* Edgar, a miferable Play wrote by Rymer, asan Example of true Tragedy, 
SON G. 


“ . is spslesrinanesnheae reine Maar A ARETE TENN lA — 
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AS PogrricaL Precés. 
S Ov veg N G. 
Tranflated from the French. 


S in the Myrtle Bow’r I lay, 
A A mournful Echo fill’d the Grove ; 
*Twas Sz/via’s Voice imploring Love: | 

«© Oh ceafe to wound me, cruel Boy! 

«¢ Be kind, and fend a faithful Swain, | 
«© Whofe Balm apply’d, may heal my Pain. 
oe IL. | 

Straight I approach’d my Soul’s Defire ; 
And thus, with tender Looks, I faid: 

« Love ever hears the fighing Maid, 

« And kindly fends the faithful Swain, 
« In whom a longing Maid may find | 
*¢ The Balm to heal a love-fick Mind. 

iil. 

Trembling, fhe pufh’d me from her Side ; 
Which ftill the more increas’d her Pain; 
Finding, at length, fhe ftrove in vain, 

“ O Love! fhe cry’d, I feel thy Pow’r, 

“ Who can the raging Smart endure? 
So took the Balm, and found the Cure. 
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Oe) E. 
On MIRA, DANCING. 


CN HE comes! the God of Love afferts his Reign, 
S Refiftlefs o’er the gazing Throng: 
Alone the fills the fpacious Scene! 
The Charm of ev’ry Eye! the Praife of ev’ry Tongue! 
Order and Grace together join’d, 
Sweetnefs with Majefty combin’d, 
To make the beauteous Form compleat, 


On ev’ry Step and Motion wait. 


Now toa flow and melting Air the moyes; 
Her Eyes their Softnefs fteal from Venus’ Doves: 
So like in Shape, in Air, and Mien, 
She pafles for the Paphzan Queen ; 
The Graces all around her play; 
The wond’ring Gazers die away. 


Whether her eafy Body bend, 
‘Or her fair Bofom heave with Sighs; 
Whether her graceful Arms extend, 
Or gently fall, or flowly rife ; 
G Or 
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Or returning, or advancing ; 
Swimming round, or fidelong glancing; 
Gods! how divine an Air 


Harmonious Gefture gives the Fair! 


We fee, in all her Pride, 
The well-trimm’d Bark at Anchor ride; 
But when her hoifted Sails fhe {preads, 
And o’er the bounding Waves her wat’ry Dance fhe 
leads, 
With new Delight the Object we furvey, 
While in the Winds her wanton Streamers play. 
Strange Force of Motion! that fubdues the Soul, 
Like fweeteft Mufic’s magic Pow’r! 
That can the noify Multitude controul ! 


Can Eloquence her felf do more? 


But now the flying Fingers ftrike the Lyre! 
The fprightly Notes the Nymph infpire ; 
She whirls around! fhe bounds! fhe fprings! 

As if ‘fove’s Meffenger had lent her Wings. 


Such 
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Such Daphne was, when near old Peneus’ Stream 
She fled, to fhun a loath’d Embrace; 
(Of antient Bards the frequent Theme) [Face! 
Such were her lovely Limbs, fo flufh’d her charming 
So round her Neck! her Eyes fo fair! 
So rofe her {welling Cheft! fo flow’d her Amber Hair! 
While her fwift Feet outftript the Wind, 
And left th’ enamour’d God of Day behind. 


While the light-footed Fairy flies, 
Our mounting Spirits nimbly rife; 
The Pulfe ftill anfwer to the Strains, 


And the Blood dongs in-our Veins. 


Of Cyntbia’s Air let Poets dream, 
When from the hoary Mountains Height, 
Down to Eurotas filent Stream, 

She leads her Virgin Train, and charms the Sight: 
Whether on Mountains, or in Woods, 
In flow’ry Launs, or verdant Fields, 
Or bathing in the filver Floods, | 

Lo! toa mortal Fair the fanfy’d Goddefs yieldg. 
G2 “The 
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OQ. Horatii Flacct Carminum Liber I, 


ODE XXXIV. 
In EPLCU RE Gee 


ARCUS Deorum cultor, & infrequens, 
p Infanientis dum fapientia, 
Confultus. erro: nunc retrorfum 
Vela dare, atque iterare curfus 
Cogor relicios. namque Drefpiter 
Igni corufco nubila dividens, 
Plerumgue per purum tonantes 
Eegit equos, volucrémque CUurruite, 
Quo bruta tellus, & vaga-flumina, 
Quo Styx, & invifi horrida Tenaré 
Sedes, Atlanteufque jints, 
Concutitur. valet ima fummis 
iMutare, & infignem attenuat Deus, 
O.(cura promens. bine apicem rapax 
Fortuna cum ftridore acuto 


Sufulit, bic pofuiffe gaudet, 
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The xxxivthh ODE of the Firft Book of 
Horace, [mutated 


Y wild Philofophy mifled, 
B Regardlefs of the Gods, too long I ftray’d, 
Ure’d by Impulfe Divine, at length I mourn 
My Crimes, and to Religion’s facred Rites return. 
Mark the blue Light’ning from ove’s fiery Carr! 
Sedate he drives his thund’ring Steeds from far! 
Swift through the burfting Cloudsand flaming Air! 
Earth, our dull Mother, groans; the River-Gods, 
Confounded, tremble in their deep Abodes! [bow; 
From their broad Bafe upheav’d, the lofty Mountains 
Ev’n Hell’s Foundations feel the dreadful Blow. 
Headlong amidft the bafe-born Croud, 
He flings the Haughty, andthe Proud; 
Now lifts the Lowly high in Air! 
Now finks the Mighty in Defpair! 
Sudden, he feizes on the Tyrant’s Crown, 
And bids another fill the vacant Throne! 


ODE 
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Carminum Liber Ill. Ode I. 


In. ANIML TRANQUILLITATEM. 


(~ DI profanum vulgus, & arceo. 
& JF = Favete linguis: carmina non prius 
Audita Mufarum facerdos | 
Virginibus, puerifque canto. 
Regum timendorum in proprios greges, 
Reges in ipfos imperium eft Fouts, 
Clari giganteo triumpho, 
Cuntta fupercilio moventis. 
Eft, ut viro vir latius ordinet 
Arbufta fulcis: hic generofor 
Defcendat in campum petitor : 
Moribus bic, meliorque fama 
Contendat : 2lli turba chentium 
Szt major: equa lege neceffitas 
Sortitur infignes, & imos: 
Omue capax movet urna nomen. 
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An Imitation of the Firff Ove of Horace, 
Book II. 


Great Liberties are taken with the Original: fometimes be is 
clofely follow’d, and as often intirely forfaken. If the Rea= 
der pleafe to look upon this Attempt as an Amufement only, 
"ris all can be defir’d. My Obligations to a Friend, who 
deferves infinitely more than I bave faid of her, interrupt- 
ed my firft Dejign, and led me into the Digrefion which 
occafion’d the Conclufion. B. Boora. 


HATE the common Herd. Hence ye profane! 
A filent uncorrupted ‘Train, 

Virgins, and blooming Youths, attend my Lyre: 
Lo! great Apolle’s facred Choir, 

With Strains unheard before, their Prieft infpire. 
Empires mighty Monarchs Sway ; 
Thofe mighty Monarchs ‘fove obey: 

He bends the Heavens with his Imperial Nod, 

Proftrate the Giants fell, and own’d the Conqu’ror God. 


Some the firft Poft of Honour claim, 

Proud of their Birth and ancient Name; 
Rivall’d by Thofe, whofe wide-fpread Furrowsbear 

The various Harveft of the Year: 

Vain is their Conteft, vain their Boaft, 


In Death is all Diftinction loft: ~ While 
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| Diftridtus enfis cui fuper impid 
Cervice pendet, non Sicule dapes 
Dulcem elaborabunt faporem : 

Non avium, citharaéque cantus 
Sonmum reducent. fomnus agreftiume 
Lems virorum non humiles domos 

Fafiidit, umbrofémque ripam, 

Non Lephyris agitata Tempe: 
Defiderantem, quod fatrs eft, neque 
Tumultuofum follicitat mare, 

Nec fevus Aréturi cadentis 

Impetus, aut orientis Hed: : 
Non verberaté graniine vinee, 
Fundufque mendax: arbore nune aquas 

Culpante, nunc torrentia agros 

S idera, nunc byemes inequas: 
Contracla pifces equora fentiunt 
Fattis in altum molibus. buc frequens 

Camenta demittit redemptor 

Cum famulis, dominiufque terre 
Fafiidiofus. fed timer, & mine 
- Scandunt eddem quo dominus: neque 

Decedit eraté trirem, & 

Poji equitum fedet atra cura. 
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While o’er the impious Courtier’s Head, 
Threat’ning aloft, the Dagger hung; 
In vain the coftly Feaft was {pread, 
Tn vain the charming Minftrel fung; 
Sleep weighs his Eyelids down no more, 
Nor Philomel’sfweet Strains hismurder’d Peace reftore: 


Lolling at Eafe in humble Cells, 

Gentle Morpheus ever dwells: 

Or by the hoary Foreft’s Side, 

Or where the murm’ring Waters glide. 
Seek what Nature can fuffice; 

And fearlefs view the troubled Shore, 
When the black Tempeft veils the Skies, 

And the tumultuous Surges roar. 


Whither, at length, will Human Pride afpire! 
The Great their Fathers’ Palaces difdain, 
Encumb’ring with vaft Tow’rs the Main: 
From the contracted Latian Shore, 
Old Ocean’s various Broods retire, 
And diftant, and more {pacious Seas explore. 
Go climb thy lofty Argos’ Side ; 
Or truft thy Courfer’s fwift Career ; 
Or in thy marble Tow’rs confide; 
Vain is thy Flight, alas! from Care, 


There’s no Retreat, proud Man, from Guilt and Fear. 
H Since 





LONI CTE NALA EIST UTE NESE ONESIES RA A IA i ae nth Cr Wb he er tc wen = 


$8 PoxrricaL PIECES. 


* Since then, fair Peace and Innocence, 
Difdaining Pomp, and Pow’r, and Pride, 
United fhed Ava fweeteft Influence, 
Where artlefs Maids, and lab’ring Hinds rebde 
Grant my Defire! A homely Seat, 
Far from the Guilty, and the Great; 
A limpid Stream ---- an antient Grove; 
And Health and Joy to her'I love ; 
Grant my Defire, propitious “ove! 


Happy the Hour when firft our Souls were join’d! 
The focial Virtues, and the chearful Mind 
Have ever crown’d our Days, beguil’d our Pain; 
Strangers to Difcord, and her clam’rous Train. 
Connubial Friendfhip, Hail! but hafte away, 
The Lark and Nightingale reproach thy Stay 5 
From {plendid Theatres to. rural Scenes, — 
Joyous retire! ---- fo bounteous* Heaven ereeinis: 
There we ete dwell in Peace - 
| There blefs the rifing Morn, and flow’ry Field, 
Charm’d with the guiltlefs se: the i Woods and 
} Waters yield. . 





nd 





* Here begins the Digreffion from Horace, mention’d 3 in the 
Author’s Pretace to this Ode, . 


‘+ Flumina amem Sylvafque inglorias! Virg. 
Fo UND doses 
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ANTIQUITY EXPLAINED, and reprefented in SCULPTURES, by the 
Learned Father MONTFAUCON. In TEN TOMES. Tranflated into Englifh 
by DAVID HUMPHREYS, D.D. And Fellow of Trinity- College in Cambridge. 
And alfo the SUPPLEMENT, in FIVE TOMES. 


Lately Publifh’d, Curioufly Printed in QUARTO, on a fine 
ROYAL PAPER,. and Embellifh’d with Copper Plates, 
the following BOOKS, viz. 


PLUTARCHI Charonenfis VITZ PARALLEL, cum Singulis ali- 
quot, Grace & Latine, in Quinque Volumina divifz, Adduntur Variantes 
Leétiones ex MSS. Codd. Veteres & Novz, Do&orum Virorum Note & Emen- 
dationes, & Indices accuratiflimi, Recenfuit AUGUSTINUS BRIANUS. 


DIONYSII LONGINI de SUBLIMITATE COMMENTARIUS, Grace: 
Quem nova Verfione donavit, perpetuis Notis illuftravit, plurimifque in locis, 
partim audtoricate optimorum Manufcriptorum, pattim conjettura, emendavie 
ZACHARIAS PEARCE, S. T. P. Regia Majeftati a Sactis Domefticis, gc, 


P. TERENTIT COMOEDIAE ad Exemplar FAERNIANUM a PETRO 
VICTORIO editum Anno 1565, Summa fide recenfitae. Leétore femper moni- 
to, ubi a FAERNO difceditur. In hac infuper Editione verfuum genera diverfa 
diligenrer indicata funt; quicquid vero in iis difficile aut impediium, nova 
quadam methodo tam facile redditur, ut quivis ftatim intelligat, Accedunt 
F AERNI emendationes integrae, & quae alia erant in editione VICTORIANA, 
necnon Donati quaedam, cum Indice Locupletiffimo. Recenfuit, notifque auxir, 
& Differtationem de metris comicis adjecit FRANCISCUS HARE, S, T, P, 
Decanus Wigornienfis, & Regiae Majeftati a Sacris. 

OEUVRES de Monfieur ROUSSEAU, en Deux Volumes: Revyené & 
Augmentée par |’ Autheur. 

OEUVRES de RACINE, en Deux Volumes: Avec de Nouvelles 
Eftampes. 

Les ESSAIS de MICHEL Seigneur de MONTAIGNE. Nouvelle 
Edition, Faite fur les plus anciennes & les plus correétes: augmenrée de quel- 
ques Lettres de l’Auteur; & ow les Paflages Grecs, Latins, & Italiens, font 
traduits plus fideliement, & citez plus exa&tement que dans aucune des Edi- 
tions précedentes, Avec de courtes Remarques; & de nouveaux Indices plus 
amples & plus utiles que ceux qui avoient paru jufqu’ici: Par PIERRE COSTE, 

La GIERUSALEMME LIBERATA di TORQUATO TASSO: Con Je 
Figure di Bernardo Caftelli, e le Annotationi di Scipio Gentili e di Giulie 
Guaftavini, Aggiuntovi la Vita dell? Autore fcritta'da Gio. Batcifta Manfo, 
Marchefe di Villa. E la Tavola delle Rime; con altre Agginute, e Corret~ 
fioni, In Due Volumi, 
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Lately Publifh'd, curioufly Printed. im,One Volumein. OC TAY O, 


DIONISII LONGINI de SUBLIMITATE COMMENTARIUS, quem 
Nova Verfione donavit, Notis illuftravit, & partim Manufcriprorum ope, par- 
tim conjeGturd emendavit (additis etidm onimibus ejufdem Auctoris Fragmentis) 
ZACHARIAS PEARCE, S.T.P. Regiz Majeftani a Sacris Domefticis, &c. 
Editio fecunda, Notis & Emendationibus auétior. Ex Officina Jacobi Ton{on, 
& Johannis Watts. 

Piet CKII NOVUM TESTAMENTUM Grecé. 

C.JULIIL CZHSARIS que extant, accuratiffime cum Libris Editis 
& MSS. Ostimis Collata, Recognita & Corre&a. Accefferunt Annota-~ 
tiones Samuelis Clarke, S. T. P. Item Indices Locorum, Rerumque & Ver- 
borum, Uriliffimi. Ex Officina Jacobi Tonfon, & Johannis Watts. 


Lately Publif'd, by Mr. MALT TAILIRE, very Convenient for 
SCHOOLS, Curioufly and Corredly Printed in Muodecimo, 
the following Books, to be had of the Bookfellers both of 
Town of Country. 


NOVUM TESTAMENTUM. Grace. 

SOPHOCLIS Trageediz feptem. Cum Verfione Latina & feledtis qui- 
bufdam variis Leéionibus, 

HOMERL Ilias. Adjicitur in Calcem Interpretatio Latina. Scholis in 
Anglia Celeberrimis ; Etonenfi, Weftmonafterienfi Regiis ; Wintonienfi, Car- 
thufiane, Pauline & Mercatorum fcifforum, hezc Homeri Editio, in Earum 
precipue Ufam Concinnata, humillime Offertar Dedicarurque. 

7 PP. VIRGILII MARONIS Opera, 

Q. HORATIL FLACCLI Opera. 

CATULLI, TIBULLI, &PROPERTII Opera. . 

P. OVIDII NASONIS Opera, tribus tomis comprehenfa, 

PUBLII TERENTII Carthaginienfis Afri Comoediz fex. 

TITI LUCRETII CARI de Rerum Natura libri fex. 

M. ANNAI LUCANI Pharfalia: five de Bello Civili inter Czfa- 
rem & Pompeium libri decem. 

PHADRI Ang. Liberti Fabularum Afopicarum libri quinque; item Fa- 
bulz quedam ex MS. veteri 8 Marquardo Gudio defcripte ; cum Indice Vo- 
com & Locutionum. Appendicis loco adjiciuntur Fabule Greece quedam & 
Latine ex variis Authoribus colle@z quas claudit Avieni Afopicarum Fabu- 
larum liber unicus. 

D: JUNTI JUVENALIS & AULT PERSIIT FLACCI Satyre. 

M. VALERII MARTIALIS Epigrammata. 

CHRISTUS PATLENS, Rapini carmen Heroicum. 

MUSARUM ANGLICANARUM ANALECTA: five Poéma- 
ta quzdam melioris Notx, feu hattenus Inedita, feu fparfim Edita, in duo 
Volumina congefta. Editio Quarta, Prioribus audiox. 

T. LIVIL PATAVINI Hiftoriarum ab Uxbe condita Libri qui fuperfunt. 
In 6 Vol. 

CG. PLINII-CECILII Secundt: Epiftole: & Panegyricus. 

CORNELII NEPOTIS excellentium Imperatroram Vita, 

LUCIUS ANNAUS FLORUS. Cnicfubjungitur Lucii, Ampelii liber 
memorialis. 

CATISALLUSTIL CRISPI que extant, 

VELLEILI PATERCULI Hiftoriz Romang que fuperfunt. 

JUSTINI Hiftoriasum ex Trogo Pompeio libri XLIV. 

Q.CURTIUS RUFUS de rebts geftis Alexandr Magni. 

C. JULII CHSARIS & A. HIRTII de rebus & C. Julio Cafare 
geftis Commentarii : Cum C. Jul. Cefaris Fragnientis. 

CONCIONES & ORATIONES ex Hiltoricis Latinis exctrpre. 
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figa'’d by Mr, John Vanderbank azd Mr, Hiehmore, aud Ragravd 
by Mr. Gerard Vandergucht, the Second Edicion of 


+ A SELECT COLLECTION of 
4 


RIES. In Six Volumes. Written 
Languages. Many of which never 


ay 


NOVELS and HISTO- 


the moft Celebrated Authors in feveral 
appear’d ia Englith before, 


All New 


Tranfated and Compiled from the moft Authentick Originals, 


VOL. I. Containing 


An Extra&t of Monfieur Huet’s Dif- | 


courfe concerning the Original of 
Romances, 
ZAYDE, 
The, Marriage of Belphegor. 
The Adventures of Meleficthon. 
The Jealous Eftremaduran. 
* The Hiftory and Fall of the Lady 
Jane Grey. 
* The Adventures on the Black Moun- 
tains, 
VOL. Il. Containing 
The Princefs of Cleves. 
The Fair Maid of the Inn. 
The Force of Friendthip. 
* Charen: or, The Ferry Boat, 
The Hiftory of the Captive. 
VOL. Il Containing, 
Don Carlos, 
The Hiftory of Count Belflor and 
Leonora de Cefpedes. 
The Curious Impertinent, 
* The Hiftory of Jane Shore, 
The Prevalence of Blood, 
The Liberal Lover. 
The Beautiful Turk. 


Dope CRO 


Babe garvit aniles 
Ex re Fabéeilas---- 


The FAIR CIRCASSIAN; 
the Original by a Get 
feveral’ Occational Poenis, 


Les 
fire Francois. de Salignac, Ge la 


XALL’s FABLES of &fop and Others. 
Englif, Withan Application to each 


ery 


a Dramatick Performance. 
itleman-Commoner of Oxford. 
by. the fame Author. 


AVANTURES de TELEMA 
d Motte Fenelon, 


VOL, Iv, Contaming 

The Happy Slave. 

The Rival Ladies. 

* The Loves of King Henry I, aad 
Fair Rofamond. 

The Innocent Adultery. 

The Hiftory of the Contpiracy of the 
Spaniards againft the Republick of 
Venice, 

V One Vv. 

The Little Gypfy, 

Ethelinda. 

The Amour of Count Palviano and 
Eleonora, 

Min ie wana DBy Favourite: Or, 

Fall of Robeft Lark of Effex 

Scanderbee thie Great. 

VOLE VE Containing, 

The Life of Caftrueccio Caftracan of 
Lucca. 


Containing 


the 


Keo 


‘The Loves of Ofmin and Dataxa. 


The Spanifh Lady of England. 
The Lady Cornelia. 

* The H atory of Maffanielo, 
The Falfe Dutchefs, 
* Yaw, 


Memoirs of the {mprifonment and 


Death of Mary Queen of Scers, 


Edition of 


Newly done into 
Iluftrated with Cutts. 


x£ Fable; 
“I ELOLS 


Done from 
To which are added 


@Ulyffe. Par feu Mef- 
recepteur de Meffleigneurs, 


5 a chs 2) Fils 
QUE Fi 


les Entans de France, 8 depuis Arct heveque Bie de Cambrai, Prince du faint 


Erapire, &c. 
hes NS nes ite. 
Remargies pour Peciaireilement 


Ge Cet 


Nouvelle Edition conforme au Manufe ript original, 


Avec les 
Ouvrage, 
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1 sec ER ATALANTA TANS ET OE ON LEN A 


In TWELVES. 
Lately Publi pede 


(Being a very proper PRESENT ¢#o young Gentlemen and Ladies at 
BOARDING-«SCHOOLS, &c. not only as a great Inducement 
to their learning the French Language, but likewife the moft Chafte, 
Moral, and Diverting Amufement to employ their Leifure Hours) 


&, *A SELECT COLLECTION of MOLIERE’s COMEDIES, 
Preach and Englifh, in EIGHT POCKET VOLUMES, neatly Printed 
On a Fine Paper, with a Curious Frontifpiece to each Comedy. To which is 
prefix’da Curious PRINT of the AUTHOR, and his LIFE in French 
and Englifh 5 Extra@ed from Monfieur Bayle, Rapin, &e. 


N. 8B. The Tranflation is entirely New, and was undertaken by feveral Gen- 
tlemen, who all join’d and confulted together about every Part of it; in 
which particular.Care has been had to keep as clofe as poffible ro the Origi- 
nal, and obferve the very Woids of the Author as well as the. Senfe, fo far as 
was confiftent with the Freedom and Spirit of the Dialogue, in order to make 
it more ferviceable to thofe of our.own Nation, who defire an Acquaintance 
with the Language or Genius of their Neighbours; and likewife to Foreigners 
who may have the fame Inclination with refpect to Us. 


Lately Publifi’d. 


The TRAVELS and ADVENTURES of the Sieur JAGQUES MASSE. 
Being a very entertaining Account of his Arrival in an unknown Country in 
Terra Auftralis, after having fuffer’d two Shipwrecks: Of the ftrange Manners 
and Cuftoms of the People: Of his curious Converfations with the Priefts, 
Judges, and with the KING himfelf, on the Subjeéts of Religion, Trade, and 
almoft all the Arts and Sciences: Of his Paflage from the Southern Coun- 
tries to Goa, where he was imprifon’d in the Inquifition: Of his being taken 
by Pirates in his Voyage from thence to Lisbon; and of his Ranfom from 
Slavery, and Arrival at London: Belides many .other moft diverting Inci- 
dents, which are very agreeably interfpers’d in the Narrative. 


LETTERS of ABELARD and HELOISE. To which is prefix’d a parti- 
cular Account of their Lives, Amours, and Misfortunes, extraé&ted chiefly 
from Monfi¢ur BAYLE. Tranflated fromthe French, by the late JOHN 
HUGHES, Efq; 


The Woiks of Mr. Henry Needler; confitingof ORIGINAL POEMS, 
TRANSLATIONS, ESSAYS and LETTERS. Nemo parum diu 
vixit, qui Virtutis perfe&tx perfefto fun@us eft munere. Cicero de contem- 
nenda Morte, The Second Edition. Publift’d by Mr, Duncombe. 


in’ OC T 4 VO, 


The VOYAGES and ADVENTURES of CAPTAIN ROBERT BOYLE, 
In feveral Parts of the World, Intermix’d with the Story of Mrs, Villars, an 
Englifp Lady with whom he made his furprizing Efcape fram. Barbary; The 
Hiftory of an Italian Captive; and the Life of Den Pedro Aquilio, &c, Full 
of various and amazing Turns of Fortune. To which is added, The Voyage, 
Shipwreck, and Miraculous Prefervation of Richard Ca/felman, Gent. With a 
Defcription of the City of Ph:ladeiphia, and the Country of Penlvania, The 
Second Edition. 
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The WIDOW BEWITCH’D. A Comédy. As it is Aded at the 
‘rheatre in Goodman’s-Fields. 


The LETTER-WRITERS; or, A New Way to keep a Wife at Home, 
A Farce. As it is Acted at the Theatre in the Hay-Market. Written by Scribe 
lerus Secufhdus. 


The OLD DEBAUCHEES. A Comedy. As it is A&ted at the Theatres 
Royal in Drury-Lane; 


OPE RAS after the ITAL 1AN manner. 


DEBORAH. An ORATORIO: Or, Sacred Draitia. As it is Perform’d 
at the King’s Theatre inthe Hay-Market. The Mufick Compos’d by Mr: HAN- 
DEL. The Words by Mr. HUMPRHEYS. 


ATHALIA. An ORATORIO: or SACRED DRAMA. As Pers 
form’d at the Theatre in Oxford. At the Time of the Publick AG. The 
Mufick Compos’d by Mr. HANDEL. The Drama by Mr. HUMPHREYS, 


ACIS and GALATEA: An Englith Paftoral OPE ERA in Three A@Se 
Ber to Mufick by Mr. HANDEL. 

ULYSSES. An OPERA. As itis Perform’d at the Thearre Royal in 
Lintoln’s-Inn Fields. The Mufick Compos’d by Mr. JOHN CH 'RISTOPHER 
SMITH, Junior, The Words by Mr. HUMPHREYS. 


AMELIA. A New Englifh OPERA. As it is Perform’d at the New 
Theatre in the Hay-Market. Set to Mufick by Mr. John Frederick Lampe. 


OPERAS with the MUSICK, 
The BEGGAR’s OPERA. As it is Aéted at the Theatre-Royal in 


Lincoln’s-Inn Fields. Written by Mr. Gay. The Second Edition: To which 
is Added the Ouverture in Score; With the Mufick prefix’d to each Song. 


The TUNES to the SONGS in the BEGGAR’s OPERA Tranfpos’d for 
the FLUTE. Containing Sixty Nine Airs: 


ACHILLES, An OPERA: Written by the late Mr. GAY. The Second 
Edition. To which is added the LIFE of ACHILLES, Extra@ed from 
various Authors. 


The LIVERY RAKE, and COUNTRY LASS. AnOPERA. As 
it is Perform’d at thé Theatres in Drury-Lane and the Bay-Market, With the 
Mafick prefix’d to each Song. . 


The BOARDING-SCHOOL; or; The SHAM CAPTAIN. Aa 
OPERA. As it is Perform’d at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, by His 
Majefty’s Servants. Written by the Author of The Beggar’s Wedding, and 
The Devil to Pay. With the Mufick prefix’d to each Song. 


The DEVILtoPAY; or, TheW1VES METAMORPHOS’D. An 
OPERA. As it is Perform’d at the Theatre-Royal-in Drury-Lane. By His 
Majefty’s Servants. Written by the Author-of the Beggar’s Wedding. With 
the Mufick prefix’d to each Song. 


The MOCK DOCTOR; or, The DUMB LADY Cur’d. A Comedy. 
Done from MOLIERE. ‘As it is Aéted at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane. 
By His Majefty’s Sexvants, With the Mufick prefix’d to each Song. 


TheHIGHLAND=-FAIR;3 or UNION of the CLANS. An OPERA, 
As it is A&ted at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, by His Majefty’s Servants. 
Written by Mr. MITCHELL. With the MUSICK, (which wholly confifts of 
Scots TUNES) PreGix’d to gach Song, 








The JOVIAL CREW. A Comic Opera.) Asit is Acted at the’Theatres 
Royal, by his M ayetty’ s Servants. 


SILVIA; oxr,the COUNTRY BURIAL. An opal As it is A&ed 
at the Theatre- Koy ai in Lincoln’s- Inn Fields,With the Mufick prefix’d to 


each Song, Written by Mz. LILL O, Author of the Tragedy of GEORGE » 
BARNWELL. 


LOVE ina RIDDLE. A PASTORAL. AS it is A&ed at the Thea” 


tre-Royal a His Majefty’s Servants. Written by Mr. Cibber. With the Mu™ 
fick prefix’d to cach Song. 


The VILLAGE OPERA. As itis Aéted atthe Theatre-Royal, by His 
Majefly’s Secvants. Written by Mr. Johnfon. With the Mufick prefix’d to 
each Song. 


The LOVER’s OPERA. As itis A&ted at the Theatre- Royal in Drury-Lane. 


Written by Mr. Chetwood. The Third Edition, with Alterations: And the 
Mufick prefix’d to each Song. 


MOMUS turn’d FABULIST: Or, VULCAN’s WEDDING. An.Ope- 
ya: After the Manner of the Beggar’s Opera. As it is perform’d at the Thea- 
tre-Royal in Liscoln’s-inn Fields. With the Mufick prefix’d to each Song. 


The FAASHLONABLE LADY; or HARLEQUIN’s OPERA. In 
the Manner of aR EHEARSAL.. As it is Perform’d at the Theatre in 


Goodman’s- Fields. Written by Mr. Ralph. With the Mufick prefix’d to each 
Song. ; 


PATIF and PEGGY: Or, the FAIR FOUNDLING. A Scotch Ballad 


Opera. As ic is Adted at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane. With the Mu- 
fick prefix’d to each Song. 


DAMONand PHIL LIDA: A Ballad Opera of One AG. As it is Per- 


formed at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane. With the Mufick prefix’d to 
each Song. 


e CHAMBER-MAID. A BALLAD OPERA of One A& As 


itis Pe aye d at the Theatre-Royal, by His Majefty’s Servants: With the 
Mufick prefix’d.to each Song, 


The QUAKER’s OPERA, As perform’d at Lee’s and:Harper’s Great 
Theatrical Booth in Bartholomew-Fair. With the Mutfick a d to each 
Song. 


ROBIN HOOD. An OPERA. Withthe Mufick ¢ refx’ dto each Song, 


The GENEROUS FREE-MASON: or, the CONSTANT LADY. With the 
Humours of Squite Noodle, and his Man Doodle. Gr Tragi-Comt-Farcical 
Ballad Opera. In Three Acts. With the Mulick ptefix’d to each Song:' ” 
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A very curious Edition in QU A RQ; off 
The BEGG AR’s OPERA. As it is Aéted at the Theatre-Royal fa 
Lincoln’s-Inn Fields. Written by Mr. GAY. --<= Nos hac novimus effe nihil. 
Mart. With the OUVERTURE in SCORE, the SONGS and the 
BASSES, (the OUVERTURE and BASSES Compos’d by Dz PE- 
PUSH) Curioufly Engravd on COPPER PLATE S. ’ 


CHIRON to ACHILLES. A POEM. By Hildebrand Jacob, Efq3 
: Kes eff fevera Voluptas. 


ih. O €C T A VY O, 

Fifty One NEW FABLES in Verfe, (Invented for the Amufement of 
His Highnefs WILLIAM Doke. of Cumberland ) By Mr. GAY: With 
Fifty One-Cutts, Defign’d by Mr. Kent: and Mr. Wotton, and Engraved by 
Mr, Baron, Mr. Vandergycht, and Mr. Fourdrinier, The Third Edition, 


Fufi Pubifhd, 

MEMOIRS of the LIFE eof BARTON BOOTH, Efq; With his 
CHARACTER. | To which are added fevezal POETICAL PIECES, 
written by Himfelf, viz. Tranflations from Horace, SQngs, Odes, &c. To 
which is likewife annex’d, The CASE of Mr. B OOTH?’s laf Illoefs, and 
what was obfetv’d (particularly with regard to the Quick-Silyer found in his 
Inteftines). upon Opening of his Body, in the Prefence of Sir Hans Sloan, by 
Mr. Alexander Small, Surgeon, Publim’d by ao Intimate Acquaintance of 
Mr. Booth. By Confent of his Widow. ------ Qua dokus Rofcius egit: Hor, 


Lately Publifh’d, Curioufly Printed in SIX POCKET VOLUMES, 


The MUSICAL MISCELLANY: Being a Colle@ion of CHOICE 
SONGS and LYRICK POEMS. - Set to MUSICK by the moft emi- 
nent MASTERS, (With the BASSES to each Tune, and Tran{pos’d Foy 
the FLUTE) viz. , 


Mr. Attilio. Mr.Geminiani, Mr. D. Purcell. 
Mr. Barret. Mr. Gough. M. H. Purcell. 
Mr. Betts, Mr. Grano. Mr. Ramondon. 
Mr. Bononcini. Mr. Graves, Mr. Ravenfcraft. 
Mr. Bradley... Dr. Green, Mr, David Rizzio, 
Mr. Brailsford, Mr. Handel. Mr. Seedo. 

Mr. Burgefs, ° Mr. Haym. Mr. J. Sheeles. 
Mr. Carey. Mr. Holmes. Mr. Trevers, 

Mr. Charke, Mr. Holcomb, Mr, Vincent, 
Mr. Cole. Mr. Leveridge, Mr. Webber, 

Dr. Croft. Mr. Monro. Mr. Weldon. 

Mr. Dieupart. Dr. Pepufch. Mr. Whichello. 
Mr. Flemming, Mr. Petter. Mr. Anth. Young. 


Mr. Galliard, 
ee TRAGEDIES, 
C ALIA, or The Perjur’'d LOVER. A True Tragical Story in Common 
Life, and the Incidents very Natural and Moving. 3 
/ PERIANDER, King of Corinth: A Tragedy. As it is A&ted at the 
Theatre Royal in Lincoln’s-Inn Fields. Written by Mr, JOHN TRACY, 
To which is prefix’d, The HISTORY of PERIANDER: Extracted 
from-.the moft Authentick Greek and Latin Hiftorians, and the Chevalier 
Ramfay’s Cyrus. - Addrefs’d to the Readers and Spectators of the Trage- 
dy of PERIANDER. 
TIMOLEON, A Tragedy, As it is'A&ted at the Theatre Royal, by His 
Majefty’s Servants. Written by Mr. Benjamin Martyn. The Second Edition, 
The FATAL EXTRAVAGANCE. A Tragedy. As it is AGed at 
the Theatre-Royal in Lincoln’s-Inn Fields, “Written by Mi. Mitchell, The 
Fourth Edition Correéted, 
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POUBLE FALSHOOD; or, The DISTREST LOVERS. A 
Play, as it is A@ed at the Theatre-Royal in Druty-Lane, Written Oripzinally 
by Mr. W. Shakefpeare; and now Revifed and Adapted to the Stage by Mr. 
Theobald, the Author of Shakefpeare Reftor'd. 

The! VIRGIN QUEEN. A Tragedy. As ft is Afted at the Theatre- 
Royal in Lincoln’s:Inn Pields, Written by Mt. Richard Barford. 

The FATE of VILLANY. A Play. As itis Acted by the Company 
of Comedians at the Thearie in odditanteielde. 

SOSANDERBEG, A Tragedy, As it is Aded at the Theatre in Good- 
gnan’s-Fields, By Mr. Havatd. ‘a mon Enfan, prend ta Fortune. 


The TRAGEDY of TRAGEDIES; or The Life and Death of TOM 
THUMB the GREAT. As itis Acted at the Theatre in the MHay-Market. 
With the Annotations of H. Scriblerus Secundus. 


The COVENT GARDEN TRAGEDY. As it is Atted at the The- 
atre-Royal in Drury-Lane. By His Majeity’s Servants, 


COMEDIES. 


The PROVOK’D HUSBAND; or, a JOURNEY to LONDON, 
A Comedy, As it is A&ed at the Theatre-Royal, by His Majefty’s Servants. 
Wiitten by the late Sir John Vanbrugh, and Mr. Cibber. The Second Edi- 
fion. 


The MISER, A Comedy, Taken from Plautus and Moliere. As it is 
Maes at the Theatre- Royal in Drury-Lane, by His Majeity’s Servants. By 
Henry Fielding, Efq; 


The MODERN HUSBAND. A Comedy. As itis Adted at the 
Theatre, Royal in Diuty-Lane, by his Majefty’s Servants. Written by Henry 
Fielding, Efg3 

The LOTTERY. A FARCE, As it is A&ed at the Theatre-Royal, 
by his Majefty’s Servants, With the Mufick, prefix’d to each Song. 


The MODISH COUPLE. A Comedy. As.it is A@ed at the Theatre 
Royal, by. His. Majefty’s Servants. Wuitten by CHARLES BODENS, ‘£fq; 

The LOVER... A COMEDY. As it'is A&ed at the Theatre Royal 
in Diury-Lane; By His Majefty’s Servants. Written by Mn THEOPH I- 
LUS CIBBER, -Comedian. 

The COFFEE-HOVSE POLITICIAN ; or,the JUS TIGE caught: in his 
own TRAP, As itds A&ted at the Theatre m Lincoln’s-inm Bields. * Writ- 
ten by Mr. Fie Iding. 

The HUMOURS of OXFORD, A Comedy. As it is Aéted at the 
Theatre-Royal, by His Majefty’s Servants, iw by a Gentléman of Wad- 
ham. College. 

The TEMPLE BEAU. A Comedy. As it is Acted at the Theatre in 
Goodinan's-Fields,. Written by Mr. Fielding. 

The DISSEMBLED WANTON; of, My SON get MONEY. A 
one As itis Ated at the Theatre-Royal in Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, ‘ Wrie- 
1 by Mr. Welfted. 

LOVE in SEVERAL MASQUES. A Comedy. As it is A@ed a° 
the Theatre-Royal, by His Majefty’s Servants. Written by Mr. Fielding, 


The AUTHOR’s FAR CE; and The PLEASURES of the TOWN, 
As it is Acted at the Theatre inthe Hay-Market. 
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Of that Excellent TRAGEDIAN 
Barton Booth E1q; 


Late one of the MANAGERS at the 


Theatre-R oyal in Drury- Lane. 


Elis Birth, and Education under Dr. Busby, 
in Weflminfler School ; where he firft perform’d a 
Part in one of Seneca’s Tragedies: His being dent 
to the Univerfity of Cambridge, where ke com- 
menced Stroler, and became the HERO of their 
Company : His playing in Bartholomew-Fair, under 
Mrs. Mynns: His getting into Drury-Lave Play- 
Houfe: His Amour with Mifs Mountfort: The Oc- 
cafion of his being made. a Patentee, and Manager 
of the Theatre, Ge. ) 


To which is added, 


A Poem to his Memory. 








By the Author of 
A Paftoral Elegyon the Death of CaLIsTa. 
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LONDON: 
nted for Joun COOPER, without Temple-Bar ; 
and fold at the Pamphlet Shops of Londen and 
Weflminfter. M.pcc.xxxtt. 
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yy, Lienever any Perfow of 
\Vi) Mote dies, “tis expec- 
WS ted Jomething fhould be 
foid of him; but as Mr. Booth, 
(whofe Life, or at leaft the re- 
markable Inftances of it, are con- 
tained in the few following Pages) 
was a Man fo. generally known and 
efteemed, I fhall make no Apo- 
logy for the Undertaking; nor 
pretend to amufe the World by an 
Account of learning it from an 
In- 
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Intimacy with him, or gathering 
it from his own Mouth. I foail 
content myfelf, by affuring the 
Reader, that what Paffages are 
contained herein are true; that 
L was at fome Pains in collecting 
them; had the firft Part from 
an old Servant of his Father's, 
and the other from a Party tt 
say not be fo proper to mention. 





THE 


‘2. Barton Booth was the youn- 

ger Son of Mr. John Booth, 

avery worthy Gentleman of 

a competent Fortune. He was born in 
Lancafbtre in the Year 1681 3-and as 
he was, during his Minority, a Lad of a 
lively Genius and quick Fancy, particu- 
Jar care was taken to educate him in 
B the 
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the politer Languages, and train him 
up every way fuitable to his Birth and 
Family..-When he grew fit, he was fent 
to Weftminfter School ; from whence, 
after he had made a confiderable Pro- 
grefs in Literature, he was removed to 
Trinity College in the Univerfity of 
Cambridge, in order to take on him his 
Degrees; for his Parents (to whom he 
was always the Favourite) defign’d, him 
for the Pulpit. 


But before he had been in the Uni- 
verfity any confiderable time, there 
eame a flroling Company of Playersto 
Cambridge: Mr. Booth, being a great 
Admirer of Plays, was willing to try 
his Talent in that part of Oratory; and 
what encourag’d him more to an Un- 
dertaking of this fort, was the Succefs 
he met with ina Performance at We/- 
‘minfter School, in one of  Seneca’s 
Tragedies. The oftner he frequented 
the Play, the more he admird the per- 
forming Part; and at length growing 
tird of the Reftraint laid upon Students 

in 
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in the Colleges, he agreed with the 
Mafter of the Company, and went a- 
way with him, without taking notice 
to any body, or even acquainting his 
Chumm with his Intention. 


The News of this foon reach’d Lon- 
don, when his Mother (whofe Darling 
in particular he always haa been) was 
fo furprized and grieved, that the fell 
into 2 violent Fever, which had lke 
to have carried her out of the World. 
His Father was aftonifhed to fuch a de- 
gree, that no body expe&ed he would 
retain his Senfes; the whole Family 
were in the greateft Confufion imagi- 
nable, and Meffengers were daily fent 
upon Enquiry after him; which proved 
inefrectual, he having concealed his 
Name for that purpofe. 


Inthe mean while, Mr. Booth was al- 
moft grown a Proficient, and fo far ex- 
ceeded his Fellow-Trayellers, that they 
began not only to envy him, but took 

B2 | all 
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all the means they poflibly coud to 
difcountenance him. But the theatrical 
Ladies having the Ear of the Mafter, 
and the Sprightlinefs of Mr. Booth’s 
Temper being at that time very inga- 
ging, and-they, or moft of them, of 
an amorous Difpofition; all their En- 
deavours to detract ferv'd but to heigh- 
ten his Defert, till at laft he became 
the Hero of the Company. 


Wherever they came, the Eyes of all; 
efpecially the Ladies, were upon him, 
and every body would make Enquiry 

> who he was, the Partshe generally ac~ 
ted being fome diftreft Lover. ‘In‘this 
manner the Summer pafs’d very pleas 
fant, till at Bary in Saffolk, an Ad- 
venture happening; the whole Battalion 
were put to the Rout, and a number 
of Hardthips fell upon our Heroes; fo 
that they could not poflably rally again. 


One in the Company. having ‘a De- 
figm upon the Daughter of Mr: Juftice 


Paced. 
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C———d, invited her to his Lodgings ; 
fhe, after many Pifhes and Fies, at laft 
agreed to come thefollowing Evening. 
Our Spark, overjoy’d with his Succefs, 
mecting fome of his Companions, went 
to Hazard, where the Dice turned upon 
the wrong Side ; fo thatin a little time 
what fhould have provided an elegant 
Supper for his Lady, was all loft, and 
the poor Fellow put to a fland how 
to entertain Madam. Att laft, he pluc- 
ked up Courage, and borrow’d of his 
Landlady.—- Mifs comes according to 
her Appointment, and was very wel] 
pleas'd bothwith her Company andSup- 
per; every thing being brought to Table 
inthe niceft Order: the Landlady was to 
be well rewarded for her Trouble and 
Kindnefs; for fhe was foolifh enough 
to believe her Lodger might patch up a 
Wedding with the Juftice’s Daughter, 
and that her Fortune would wipe off 
the Score. Inftead of that, the Gentle- 
man gives Mifs a little more Liquor 
than her Brain would bear, perfuades 

her 
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her to rob her Father, and take a Rame 
ble along with him. The filly Girl, af- 
ter a few foolifh Exéufes, readily came 
into the Propofal, and her Father being 
from home that Evening, immediately 
put the Defign in execution — went 
home and rifled the oid Gentleman’s 
Cheft,return’d to her Spark,and march’d 
away directly. The next Day, the Juf- 
tice mifs’d his Daughter, the old Wo- 
man began to think herfelf bit by the 
Player; and between them, they put 
the whole Town in an Uproar. The 
Juftice in revenge banifhed all the Com- 
pany; nay, threatned to fend them 
to the Houfe of Correction. They 
were all fo frighten’d, that each made 
the beft of his way, left their 
Stock behind them, and were very 
clad they had efcaped fo well. 


The poor Woman repin’d at home, 
and the unfortunate Mr. C—d took the 
beft meafures he could to find out his 
Daughter ; but what become of either 

her 
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her or her Gallant, Ihave not been able 
to learn. 


The Players fhifted each for himfelf, 
as well as he could, not ene of them 
daring to approach Bury, or to fend 
Propofals for the Redemption of their 
Treafury. In this manner they lived 
upon the {poil for about a Weck, till 
at laft they made a fhift, about half a 
dozen of them, to play fome few Plays 
in little Villages ; but their Profits were 
fo {mall, they fold moft of the Towns 
they came at, till they were reduc’d fo 
low, Mr. Booth thought of returning 
home, which at length he refoly’d 
upon. But being in want of Cath and 
Clothes, (for by this time what Ap- 
parel, @e. he had taken with him from 
the College, was converted into Mo- 
ney, and the Money all fpent;) he 
came through wet and dry to Lon- 
don, as well furnithed as Shake/pear's 
Tinker of Burton-Heath, 


In 
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In this Condition he reach’d home, 
and one would have thought well cured 
of ftroling. It may eafily be imagi- 
ned the Rejoicings there were at find- 
ing this loft Sheep: fol fhall pafs over 
that in filence. 


When he had been at home fome 
time, notwithftanding the Attempts of 
his Friends to diffuade him from Play- 
ing, he hired himfelf to one Mrs. Myuns, 
and played under her Tuition in Bar- 
tholomew-Fair, from whence, by the 
Recommendation of Mr. Bowman, he 
got into Drury-/ane Play-houfe, and in 
a {mall time made fo great a Figure, 
that he acted principal Chara&tets, where 
Mr. Bettertonplay'd only the fecond. The 
firft Chara&ter in which he was patti- 
cularly taken notice of, was Axa//a in 
Tamerlane ; and fo young a Player as 
Mr. Booth then was, the Town hardly 
thought him inferiour to any in the 
Play: from that time Mr. Betterton 

took 








took fuch a particular notice of him, 
that, on all Occafions, he promoted 
him to principal Parts, to the’ great 
Regret. and Mortification of the other 
Comedians ; whofe Weaknefs thought 
their Seniority intitled them’ to under- 
take what they were never capable of 
going through. In fhort, he now per- 
formed the chief Chara&er in all Row’s 
Tragedies, and removed under the Ma 
“nagement of Mr. Swaine, along with 
Mr. Betterton and.the reft. of the Coms 
pany to the Hay-Market. 


Soon afterwards he »play’d Aippolitus 
in Phaedra and, Lippolitus, a ‘Tragedy 
of Mr. Edmund Swith’s, in which he 
acquird fuch great Applaufe,. that he 
was from thence look’d upon as the 
Succeffor of Mr. Bettertox, (who was 
at that time very infirm) which indeed 
he afterwards was. 


He perform’d in the Tragedy of U- 
Iyffes, the Part of Lelemachus fo far- 
C prifingly 










(10) 
prifingly well, and exceeding what- 
evet he had done before, that he con- 
firmed the World in their Opinion, and 
even Mr. Betterton himfelf faid, that the 
Stage would never feel a want whilft 
Mr. Booth lived. 


About this time Mr. Betterton quit- 
ing the Stage; Mr. Booth undertook 
moft of his Characters, and went thro’ 
themall with a great deal of Spirit.—But 
Diffenfions arifing among the Players 
for Superiority, the Company divided. 


The general Wreck there then was 
at Drury-lane Play-houfe, under the 
Direction of old Mr. Rich, ispretty well 
known ;and that upon his Removal, Sir 
Richard Steele, Mr. Wilks, and Mt. 
Cibber got the Management into their 
Hands, to which Company Mr. Booth 
joined: when his Merit was fo gene- 
rally efteem’d, that he married the Niece 
of the Lord **** who died in the Year 

| 1708, 
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1708, and was buried in a Vault at St. 
Margaret’s Church in Weftminfter. 


By his engaging way of playing in 
oppofite Characters, he contracted an 
Intimacy with Mifs Mountfort, the 
Daughter of Mr. William Mount fort 
the Comedian, who was killed by the 
Lord Mohun. How well fhe loved him, 
her Regret at parting with him will 
demonttrate. 


He grew every day more and more 
admired; and though a Cotemporary 
with Mr. Powell (who was ftyl’d the 
Englifh Rofcius) was in every re{pect 
preferr'd to him ; but the intemperate 
Life of the one might be an Advantage 
to the other, who took particular care 
to avoid Drinking, whenever he was 
to perform a Part of any Confequence: 
and tho’ Powell was a Man of that 
Spirit, he would refent every flight 


Affront; yet he was fo pleafed with the 
C 2 Pere 
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Performance of his Rival, that he be- 
came his Friend by eclipfing his Glory. 


Towards the latter End of Queen 
Anne’s Reign, when Mr. Addifon’s 
Tragedy of Cato was given to the 
Play-houfe, and after feveral had re- 
fufed the Character for its Dificulty, 
Mr. Seoth undertook its and the Jue 
tice he did himfelf and the Author by 
playing it, is fufficiently known : for; 
upon that account, the Quality took 
fo general a Liking to him, they made 

_ Intereft for him, and made him a Pa- 
tentee, a Manager of the Theatre, and 
one of the four {worn Servants to the 


Queen, 


‘Tis faid, that after this he grew negli- 
gent, tho’ I never heard but of one In- 
ftance, which it may not be amifs to 
relate. Onc Evening.as he was playing 

- Othello(which he was particularly fam’d 
for) he did it with that little Goncern 
and Care, that a certain Lord defir'd 
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the Box-Keeper to ask him, If he was 
playing to pleafe himfelf or the Au- 
dience. 


His Father, who had lived upto the 
heighth of his Fortune, had retired into 
the Country ; where, it feems, what 
little was left, he rather diminifhed 
than encreafed; and {carce left at his 
Death a fufficient Maintenance for his 
Widow. Mr. | Booth’s Generofity was 
the greateft Support at that time to the 
Family, which indeed proved very ex- 
tenfive. He made Dreffers of his elder 
Brother's two Daughters ; he provided 
for his Sifter very handfomely ; lent 
his Brothers large Sums of Money, and 
endeavour'd to put them all in genteel 
Ways of Bufinefs, to provide for them- 
felves, 


In the Year 1718, he began to fix 
his Eyes upon Mifs Saintlow, who was 
at that time a celebrated Beauty, and 
Was worth in Money and Jewels near 
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ten thoufand Pounds. His Addreffes to 
her proving fuccefsful, created a deal of 
Uneafinefs in Mifs Mountfort ; and he 
bending his Thoughts only on the other, 
ufed her very flightingly. Soon after that, 
he married Mifs Sazntlow ; this threw his 
Miftrefs into a violent Fit of Sicknefs, 
fothat fhe took to drinking, which,fome 
fay, kill’d her: however, ‘tis certain, 
fhe did long furvive his Marriage. 


It would be doing an ill Office on all 
fides, to enter into a Family Quarrel 5 
therefore, as to the Continuance of his 
Favours to his own Family after his 
Marriage, or whether it was done, or 
left off at his Wife’s Diretion, I thall 
refer to his Will; upon the Truth of 
which, both he and fhe took the Sacra- 
ment about three Yearsago, Certificates 
whereof were printed, and attefted by 
the Minifter of Covent-Garden Church, 
and difperfed about to fatisfy the World 
he run wad of his own accord, and not 
at his Wife's Requeff. 1 muft needs 

I fay, 
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fay, the Parfon did not confider the 
Canons of the Church, when he ad- 
miniftred the Sacrament in Vindication 
of Wrath before Reconciliation was 
made. 


’Tis certain Mr. Booth was the mot 
indulgent Husband in the World; and 
not to reflect upon any part of Mrs. 
Booth’s Life or Condud, (as Matrimony 
had reform’d her) fhe was as deferving 
a Wife; and they lived together in that 
Tranquillity, which ought to (but fel- 
dom does) attend the married State. 


Now, indeed, Mr. Booth’s Charac- 
ter was fo well eftablifhed,t hat he could 
do nothing amifs; andit muft be con- 
feffed on all fides, that the Stage never 
was in fo flourifhing a Condition, as 
when the Triumvirate had the Ma- 
nagement of it. 


There was fcarce a Play that would 
not bring a crowded Houfe; and fo fa- 
mous 
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mous as Mr. Edrington was, and had 
been, the Towncould fcarce relifh him 
when he came over to England, and 
play’d the Seafon after Mr. Booth 
{through his unhappy Diftemper) was 
obliged to quit the Stage. There was 
none whenever the Di/freff Mother was 
perform’d, but would think upon what 
they had feen ; and tho’ they juftly ap- 
plauded Mr. E/rington, would full think 
upon the loft Mr. Booth. But, now in- 
deed, we find,that Play which never failed 
to bring a polite and very great Andi- 
ence, has been twice m one Seafon 
played to lefs than Charges. 


Mr. Booth, towards the latter Part of 
his Life, fell into a violent Fit of Lu- 
nacy, which had been for fome time 
coming on him; and “tis generally 
thought was created from Notions of 
Greatnefs, which his Performances had 
inftilled into him. °’Tis certain, that 
playing Fulio in the Double Falfhood, 
increafed his Malady to that height, his 

Senfes 








Senfes never returned; tho’, by: fome 
Intervals, the Players flatter’d thems 
felves, and the Town with Hopes of 
his appearing again on the;Stage. - At 
laft;* after: gout Years  fatabs Madnefs; 
and many Expedtati6ns of a: Recovery; 
his Difteémper turned into a flight Fever; 
and he died on Thurfday,May 95 17333 
in ey 5 53d Year of. his eee iwiol 


When Mr. Booth’s Ines lmdix ads 
him about a Year, the other Managers 
ftopt his Salary of ten Guinieasia Week; 
upon which he {ued thém in‘the Court 
of Chancery, but’ to no purpofes they 
obtained a Decree’-in their Favour 
Then there was anew Patent granted fot 
21tYears,when they endeavour'dto throw 
him out‘of the Managements butthere 
his Genius was the ftronger, for’ theit 
Attempt did not fucceed. About this 
time ‘ofte Of themhad fome Wotds 
with Mts. Booth ; when, ‘tis faid, that 
he aa Nap if ey, ‘would. ‘difcharge 

D hers 
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her, he'd throw up his Share between 
them. 


It was generally talked of, that he 
defigned to play at the other Houfe ; 
and for that Reafon fubfcribed to. the 
building of Covent-Garden Theatre. 


- Notwithftanding all this, upon the 
Death of Mr. Wzlks, Mr. Booth came 
abroad; and fold one half of his Share 
to. John. Highmore Efq; It was. re- 
ported, he would, foon. perform, on 
their Stage; and the Town was well 
pleafed with an Amufement of that 
Nature. Butthe fudden Turn has ren- 
der’d» all their. Hopes. vain. It, proved 
but a meer Shadow, of Health, for his 
Madnefs returned, and in lefs than a 
Week he died. 


He was a well-made Man, but of a 
fhort Stature, carried a furprifing Air 
of Majefty with him; his Face was 
round and red, and his Mufcles were 

: fo 
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fo large, that the Motions of them 
were perceptible even to the Galleries. 
He was an excellent Tragedian, and 
touch’d either the Paflions of Rage or 
Grief to a Miracle. Orhello and Faf- 
feir are two of the greateft Inftances 
can be given; for diftreft Majefty and 
Love, Mark Antony, and Marius jun. 
and for an extraordinary ferene unruf- 
led Temper, no Man could come near 
himin Cato and Brutus. His Talent 
in Comedy is generally looked upon 
to be inferiour to that of Tragedy ; 
yet there are feveral Characters in which 
he is reckoned to exceed all that have 
attempted them; as the P/ain Dealer 5 
Scandal in Love for Love; Bevill 
in the Confcious Lovers, and a, great 
many others. 


He has made fome few Attempts in 
Poetry, has wrote feveral Songs, and 
a Mafque call’d Dido and cineas : 
he has left behind him fome Tranfla- 
tions and Imitations of Horace ; which, 

Dz. tis 
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‘tis hoped, will be communicated to 
the Publick, 


He was'generally accufed “of Desfm, 
how true that*is, Vl not determine. 
But‘ if fo, the Allegations in his Will, 
may be looked upon meérly as the Ef: 
feats of a blind Love to his Wife; “and 
the taking the Sacrament, but a Pre- 


fumption on thofe Notions to juttify 
her. 


In his Madnefs, he would generally 
imagine himfelf the Hero‘he had been 
upon the Stage, and treat his Servants 
as his Slaves; but between whiles, he 
would feem affable enough + and: this 
laft Seafon he undertook part of the 
Management of the Theatre; where, 
indeed, he acted contrary to the Cha- 
rater I have juft ‘given: for ‘a’certain 
prudifh Lady was. aflign’d:in a new 
‘Tragedy the “Chara&ter of a: Whore; 
which hcx Pride could. by-no: means di- 
geft, (for of late fhe has gain’d fome 
: Ap- 
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Applaufe in the Town) but Mr. Booth 
infifted on her doing it,tho’ at laft, thro’ 
the Interceflion of the other Managers, 
her Punifhment was mitigated fo far, 
that fhe fhould come among the Clan 
like a Ballad-finger, and as foon as her 
Song was. done, withdraw, and leave 
the Ladies to themfelves: But as moft 
Deifis are .reckoned ftri& Adherers 
to Morality, this may ferve to prove 
the Affertion, and the greateft Proof 
Ihave met with, 


He is faid to be very expert in Gal- 
Jantry, and had been through as many 
of thofe fort. of Adventures as any 
Man ; but however true that may be, 
there are but very. few talk’d of, and 
thofe, (except the Affair with Mifs 
Mountfort, before related) {carce carry 
the Face of Truth with them. 


As I have had occafion, in his Life, 
to take notice of his Will, I have, 
for the Satisfaction of the Reader, pub- 
3 lith’d 
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lifh’'d an exact Copy, as it was all of 
his own Handewriting. 


Mr. Bootu’s Will, 


W* OLLY refign’d, and fubmit. 
ting to the Will of God, I 


BarTON Bootu, of the Parifh of Sr. 
Paul’s, Covent-Garden, do make and 
ordain this my laft Will and Teftament, 
as follows s I bequeath to Chri/fian 
Hannah, the Sum of five Pounds, an 
old Servant to my Father. All and 
fingular my Eftate, as well real as per- 
fonal, ready Money , Bonds, Notes, 
Plate, Jewels, Goods and Chattles of 
what Kind or Nature foever, I give 
and bequeath abfolutely to my deareft 
and well-beloved Wife Hesrer Boortn, 
her Heirs, Executors, and Afligns-for 
ever; and I appoint and conftitute my 
faid Wife Hester Bootn, full and 
fole Executrix of this my laft Will and 
Teftament, hereby revoking and ma- 
king void all other Wills by me made, 

I Ig 
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it is my earneft Defire to be buried 
privately, without Oftentation, Hatch- 
ment, Efcutcheon, Ge. in Cowley 
Church near Uxbridge. As I have 
been a Man much known and talk’d 
of, my not leaving Legacies to my 
Relations, may give occafion to cenfo- 
rious People to reflect upon my Con. 
du& in this latter AQ of my Life; 
therefore I think it neceflary to: de« 
clare, that I have confidered my Cir- 
cumftances, and finding, upon a ftrié 
Examination, that all Il am now pot 
felled of, does. not amount to two 
Thitds of the Fortune my faid Wife 
brought me on the Day of our Mare 
riage, together with the yearly Addi-~ 
tions and Advantages, fince arifing 
from her laborious Employment on 
the Stage, during twelve Years paft; I 
thought myfelf bound. by Honetty, 
Honour, and Gratitude due to her con- 
fiant Affection, not to give away any 
Part- of the Remainder of her Fortune 


at 
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at my Death, having already beftow’d 
in free Gifts upon my Sifter, Bar- 
BARA ROGERS, upwards of 13007 
out of my Wife's Subftance; and full 
4004. of her Money upon my U—= 
Brother, Grorce Bootu, (befides the 
Gifts they received before my Mar+ 
riage) and all thefe Benefits were con< 
ferred on my faid Brother and Sifter, 
from time to time, at the earneft Sol- 
licitation of my Wife, who was per 
petually intreating me to continue’ the 
Allowances I gave my Relations before 
my’ Marriage. The }-——— Return 
that has been made my Wife for thefe 
Obligations by my Sifter, I forbear to 
mention. Once more renouncing and 
making void all former Wills, I de- 
clare this prefent Teftament to be my 
true and laft Will. In Witnefs where= 
of, I have hereunto fet my Hand and 
Seal, this fecond Day of Fane, Anno 
Domini One thoufand feven hundred 
thirty and one, in the fourth Year of 

the 
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the Reign of our Sovereign Lord King 
GreorGE the Second, @c. All written 
with my my own Hand, 


B. BOOTH. 


Signed, fealed, publifbed and declared 
by the Teftator, Barton Booth, as 
and for his laft Will and Teftament, 
in the Prefence of us, who fub- 
fcribed our Names as Witneffes thereto 
in the ‘Prefence of the faid Teftator. 


Henry Kirby. 
J. Haskerville. 
Geo. Pinchard, 
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Yet, fome kind few, th’ Unbyafs’d of } 
the Age! | 
From Party-malice free, and Party-rage, ¢ 
With-candid Pleafure read the tender 
Page. 


M x willing Mind the ready Task once 
more 

Attempts to fing, and BOOT A’s dread 
Lofs deplore : 

The Stage now rob’d, her Jaft great ROS- 
CIOUS gone, 

Her Glories wither, all Delight is flown, 

She finking falls: All Hopes to rife are 
vain, ; 


She ftrugling dies; nomore tobloom again. 


OLDFIELD, 


( 45 ) 
OLDFIELD, WILKS, BOOTH 


to native Duft return’d, 





CIBBER’s Departure with Regret is 
mourn’d. 

The carping Town now readily deplore, 

And own the Lofs they never can reftore. 

Hail! Sacred Relicks! That in Quiet fleep. 

Hail! Venerable Shade! For thee fhall 
Thoufands weep. ie 

Friend in Diftrefs ! Immortal Soul! Fare- 
wel ! i 

| Thy great good Deeds fhall after Ages tell, 

And I among the Reft thy Worth relate, 


And make the Heroe live beyond his Fate. 

Tue tender Maid, whom Nature 
prompts to Love, 

Who meets the dying Youth within the 


Grove, 


With 
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With mutual Vows exchange their mutual 


eee iret ee 


Hearts, 
And yield to Love, and Love’s all-piercing 
Darts : 
When wifbing both, and dying wit De- 
fire, | , oy 
Would join Love’s Torch with Hymen’s fa- 
cred, Fire, | 

Debar’d therefrom by Parents dire con- 
troul, 

Ave driven far, beneath fome diftang Pole : 

Where hoary,, Winter keeps her annual 
Seat, | 

Or in. the Zone, where dwells continual 
Heat ; 

TYhere will they think, there mourn their 
rigid Fate, | 

And ¥4F FIE R’s Sufferings make their 


Wae compleat : 
Then 
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Then wilt thou ever be before their View, 
And mourning SAFFIER’S Hard hips 


mourn for you. 


Ox, when fome anxious Husband's 
haughty Pride | 
Shall charge with foul Adultery his Bride ; 
Jealous without a Caufe, fhall tax the Fair 
With weak Conceptions, light, as fleeting 
Air ; 
Boiling with Rage, fhall curfe her tempt- 
ing Face, 
And butcher her, and all her Baftard Race; 
Then, when the ftreaming Flood fhal! 
ftain the Floor, 
Then, when he views them welt’ring in 


their Gore, 


Rage 
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Rage will abate, and Reafon will return, - 
He'll curfe the Action which his Hands 
have done: 
In equal Poize her Vice and Virtue weigh, 
And curfe the Tale, which, let his Reafon 
{tray. 
Juft fo by hidden Villany mifled, °. 
With jealous Fictions crouding in his | 
Head, i 
OTHELLO tax'd his Wife, and mur- | 
der’d her in Bed. 


4 


aD; 


Then, will thy dear Remembrance croud} 
his Brain, ) 

Wildly he’licall upon the flaughter’d Slain, . 

And crave Return of Life, but crave in 


vain. | aie io 


THE 





THe Youth a Prey to Beauty’s fatal 
Charms, 
Drowning his Thoughts within the Fair- 
One’s Arms, 
Swims in the lufcious Riot, baneful Eafe! 
And only there his doating Soul’s at Peace : 
Like thee, in Avtomy, enfnaring Part! 
Admits no God, but Cupid to his Heart. 
he Trump of MARS can now no more 
excite, 
No more entice him to the raging Fight ; 
His finkiag Country is beneath his Care, 
He dwells, feafts, riots with the tempting 
Fate: 


Firmly refolv’d, her pow’rful Charms to 


ye ‘ Y eo ee ( 
ns tne Univerfe for Love. 
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Bu tT when the conqu'ring Foes un-- 
look’d Succefs | 
Up to the very Walls their Standards prefs, 
He blames his niggard Heart, grows cold 
with Fear, 
Soon as he fees the certain Danger near ; 
Love, Courage, Doubt, a ftrange and 
mix’d Surprize 
Affails his Heart, and bubbles at his ae 
Then fhall his Thoughts thy dear Idea 
prefs, 
New to his Mind, thy darling Image blefs, 
_Refolv’d as thee, likethee, he'll donolefs, 
Then, fhall the glit’ring Poniard ftrike his 
Breaft, | | 
Drink deep his Life, and lay his Cares at 
role 


Bleffing 





Use 

Blefling the Man, who taught him how 
to die, 

When Life was Trouble, and his Slavery 
nigh. 


WuHen CASAR’s haughty Soul 
afpir’d t’enflave 

A free-born People ; Glorious, Great, and 
Brave, 

Griev’d at th’ oppreflive Wrong, we joy’d 
to fee | 

CATO’s great Soul deliver’d forth by thee : 

From thee, the Patriot gain’d his growing 
Fame, 

From thee, he found an everlafting Name. 

Thy Ditates now our Patriot purfues 


His Country only, and her Honour views, 


H 2 Scofts 
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Scoffs at Court-Places,, which miflead. the 
Tongue. 

Flies. all: Temptation: to” shis Conny 
Wrong; ts 

Unto her Good devotes his facred Life, 

And bears with Mind. ferene the anxious 
Strife, ; ns 

All this, and more, when living -on the 
Stage SVEI 

We found the Dictate, Mitrour ‘of the 
Age! 

But now the dear Enchantments fled our 
Sight, 

_ Death having rob’d you of canes Light 
Yet, there remains a Copy ftill of thee, 


That ftrives to fet his finking Country free: 


A fecond 
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A fecond C ATO breathes forth wholefome 
Laws, 
And boldly fights a drooping. Nation’s 
Caufe ; ' it 
Perverts the Villains Aim, the Statefman’s 
| Dream, 
And with ftrong Reafonin g blaft the poifon- 
ous Scheme 3 
For this, he takes in Hand his conqu ring 
Pen, 
And tells the World the Deeds of mighty 
Men. | 
Directs the fordid Slave to mend his Life, 
Nor vex a Nation’s Peace with civil Strife : 
By folid Morals forms an happy Rule, 
The only Mafter of the World’s g reat 
School ! 
Yet 
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Yet {narling Curs fed by luxurious Pay, 


Grin at the fage Advice, and lofe the hap- 

py Way. 

Write without Reafon, the moft proper 
Guide, 

And in Hyp-Phrafes puff the wealthy Side, 

Afperfe with Calumny the Patriot’s Fame, 

And ftrive to blaft his everlafting Name. 

But tow’ring high, he ftands above their 
Reach, ) 

And views the angry Waves break o’er the . 


fturdy Beach. 


Turt, BOOTH, alone, great Na- 
ture’s Windings knew, 
And fearch’d thofe Secrets, which were 


known by few. 
In 
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In private and in publick Life belov’d, 
By all admir’d, and by all approv’d ; 
Pleas’d we beheld thee living, mourn thee 
dead ; 
And Seas-of Tears tothy Rememb’rance 
fhed. | 
What now avails —Since, thou art ever 
gone, 
Who can inftru& the dull, degenerate 
Town ; 
None after thee, like thee, will pleafe the 
Age; 
None after thee, can raife the finking Stage. 
O may’ft thy tow’ring glorious Soul afcend 
To thofe bright Realms where Blifs {hall 


have no End; 


Where radiant Chorifters their Voices raife, 


Aloud proclaiming great | EF HOV_A H’s 
Praife. 


In 
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Ia that ‘great Dwelling, thac ‘tranfparent — 
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May'ft thoa a jult Reward eternal meet. «| 
Whilfl, we an helplefS, an abandon’d | 
“Race : 5, ae 
Purge our loofe Lives from ev'ry foul Dif : 
"race's, HO) Te 
| And ftrive with thee to gain an equal 
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